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BY STEVE TRACY I EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 



steventracy@hendonpub.com 


WHO DOESN’T LIKE ACCESSORIES? 


W HO DOESN’T LIKE ACCESSORIES? POLICE OFFICERS 
CERTAINLY LIKE ACCESSORIES FOR THEIR FIREARMS. IN 
THE GOOD OLD DAYS, THERE WASN’T MUCH TO ADD TO 
A DUTY REVOLVER EXCEPT A TYLER T-GRIP, A SET OF PROPER 
WOOD STOCKS, OR MAYRE A PAIR OF PACHMAYR PRESENTATION 
RURRER GRIPS. 

Today, we have Picatinny rails that can attach lights that 
can be seen from the moon. We can mount lasers that will 
reach the moon...in green during daylight! Fiber-optic night 
sights will gleam in the sun and glow in the dark. There are 
stick-on grip textures and back straps with logos and custom 
stippling (don’t even get me started on the various textures for 
stippling). That’s just for pistols. 

An AR-15 is simply the foundation for adding building 
blocks of firearms accessories. There are forward vertical and 
angled grips, Picatinny rails, keymod rails, crossed rails, even 
custom serpentine tribal rails! Stocks are fixed, collapsible, 
and lighter than a feather off a summer goose’s tail. Custom 
frames, uppers, and bolts are forged from Thor’s hammer and 
coated in hardened chrome moly adamantium. Front and rear 
sights fold down and spring up in polygonal shapes to co¬ 
witness with electronic, magnified optics that make the Six 
Million Dollar Man sound effect of looking off into the dis¬ 
tance when the proper button is pressed. 

I like firearms accessories as much (perhaps more) than 
the average police officer. My first duty sidearm was a Smith 
& Wesson 645 and it wore a custom pair of maple handles 
with factory S&W medallions. I even carried it in a genuine 
black leather holster made by El Paso Saddlery. If it was good 
enough for Wyatt Earp, it was good enough for me. 

Today my S&W is an M&P Pro with factory night sights. 
I’m keeping it simple. My patrol rifle is a Sig Sauer 516 Patrol 
with a tactical light, a red dot sight, and an enlarged charging 
handle. There are a lot more things I could hang on my rifle, 
but Fm trying to be practical. 

For off-duty, I found the S&W Shield 9mm to my liking 


due to its flat contours. I can see the Tru-Glo sights in daylight 
or at nighttime and a Crimson Trace laser comes on with the 
grip activation switch pretty much automatically. I really like 
how the rubberized Talon Grip adheres to the frame and al¬ 
lows me to grip the pistol like a tree frog holding onto a leaf 
in a windstorm. 

Eric Hopp made me a custom holster to accommodate the 
Shield with the laser and I had him mold the rig out of sting¬ 
ray hide. I guess I definitely like accessories more than the 
average police officer. 

Hardly any of my non-polymer frame handguns wear fac¬ 
tory original stocks, since I much prefer handsome wood, 
ivory, or even mother-of-pearl. Of course, all accessories 
should be practical as well as fine looking. The stingray holster 
is comfortable, protects the weapon, allows for a fast draw, and 
conceals like a sniper in a ghillie suit. 

Any firearms enthusiast who also wears a badge for a few 
years has a “box o parts” ready to receive more contributions 
of accessories purchased that just didn’t pan out the way we 
planned. However, eBay and similar auction sites allow us to 
pass on these foibles to the next guy and recover part of our 
wasted cash. 

I have several of these boxes. One is labeled “holsters” and 
another is for “grips” and still another has “screws, pins, sights, 
etc.” scrawled on the outside. In the modern world of Inter¬ 
net access, you can jump on several websites like Brownells, 
Midway USA, or even Amazon and read reviews by real end 
users of firearms accessories. While everything on the Internet 
needs to be taken with a grain of salt (perhaps one the size of 
a deer lick), some quality information can actually be gleaned. 

Of course, our goal here at The Police Marksman is to give 
you real-world reviews of products that work in the field, on 
duty and off. Written by cops, for cops. PM 

r"jp| Post your comments on this story S 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 


STEVE TRACY I EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 

Steve Tracy has over two and a half decades experience as a police officer and firearms instructor. He is also a 
tactical rifle, use of force, less-lethal, and scenario-based training police instructor. He can be reached at 
steventracy@hendonpub.com. 

“Owning a handgun doesn y t make you armed any more than owning a guitar 
makes you a musician.” - Col. Jef Cooper 


To post your comments on this story, please visit policemarksman.com j 
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BY POLICE MARKSMAN STAFF 


AMERICAN BUILT ARMS COMPANY A*B ARMS ESSENTIALS KIT™ 


► American Built Arms Company (A*B Arms), a veteran-owned, Type 07 
U.S. manufacturer of firearms and firearms parts and accessories to the civil¬ 
ian, law enforcement and defense industry, introduced the A*B Arms AR 
Essential Kit™. 

The A*B Arms AR Essential Kit™ includes genuine, Mil-Spec quality parts 
for those AR- 15/M-16 small parts that wear down, break or simply get lost. 
This convenient kit contains all the parts needed to keep your 5.56 AR- 
15/M-16 rifle like new. These high-quality parts are manufactured to precise 
tolerances to ensure a correct fit with your AR-15 rifle. MSRP is $49.99. For 
more information, visit www.abarms.com. 


► www.abarms.com 



RING S MANUFACTURING GLUCK 43 TRAINING PISTOL BLUEGUN 



^ The Glock 43 training pistol from Ring’s Manufacturing is molded 
from solid blue polyurethane to differentiate it from a live weapon. On the 
weapon, twhe G43 is a pocket-sized single stacked 9mm pistol, weighing 
16.19 ounces (empty). It has a slide length of 6.06 inches with a 3.39-inch 
barrel length. This makes it only slightly larger than the 13.76-ounce Glock 
42, which fires the .380 Auto. Both have slide widths of .87, but the Glock 
43’s slide is longer. All Blueguns are 100% manufactured in the USA. For 
more information, visit www.blueguns.com 


► www.blueguns.com 
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BY POLICE MARKSMAN STAFF 


MISSION FIRST TACTICAL TEKKO METAL KEYMOD™ PICATINNY RAILS AN 


► Mission First Tactical, LLC (MFT), developer of select rifle/carbine acces¬ 
sories specifically for the military, law enforcement and civilian sport shooting 
markets, introduced the Tekko Metal KeyMod™ 3-inch and 6-inch Rails and 
the Quick Detach Sling Mount. The 3-inch and 6-inch rails are MIL-STD 
1913 Picatinny Rails that will mount to any KeyMod™ mounting surface. The 
rails are made out of high-quality Type 3 hard-coat anodized 6061 aluminum. 
The rails are easy to attach and remove and include a self-contained assem¬ 
bly that eliminates the common problem of losing the mounting hardware. 
These Picatinny rails allow for the mounting of mission-specific accessories that 
wouldn’t be possible with the stock handguard. 

The Tekko Metal KeyMod™ Quick Detach Sling Mounts are designed for 
use with the standard push-button quick-detach sling swivel. The sling mount 
can attach to any KeyMod™ surface. The sling mounts are made out of light¬ 
weight Type 3 hard-coat anodized 6061 aluminum. They are low-profile, snag 
resistant and feature a braked, 4-position (360 degree) non-rotating, locking 
surface. Like the rails, the sling mounts also include a self-contained assembly. 
For more information, visit www.missionfirsttactical.com 



MORGAN ADVANCED MATERIALS RIFLE PLATES 


► Morgan Advanced Materials’ Composites and Defense Systems busi¬ 
ness announced the availability of its buoyant, lightweight rifle plates, 
capable of stopping 7.62mm rifle ammunition. Extensive testing has 
proven that the plates perform well, even under extreme temperature 
conditions, and are capable of withstanding close multi-hit shot spacing. 
The new rifle plates from Composites and Defense Systems weigh less 
than 1 kg (2.2 lb) and are just 20mm thick. They feature an ergonomic, 
multi-curve design. 

For more information, visit www.morgancomposites.com 


► www.morgancomposites.com 
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BY POLICE MARKSMAN STAFF 


RUGER .45 AUTO/.45 COLT REDHAWK REVOLVER 


\ 


► Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. announced the introduction of an all-new 
Ruger® Redhawk® revolver chambered to shoot both .45 Auto and .45 Colt 
cartridges. This new Redhawk features a very distinctive look and is built with 
the rugged reliability customers have come to expect from Ruger. The Ruger 
Redhawk revolver was Ruger’s first double-action revolver specifically de¬ 
signed for the powerful .44 Magnum cartridge. It embodies many advanced 
features such as a triple-locking cylinder, a unique single-spring mechanism 
for a smooth, light trigger pull, and all stainless-steel construction. 

This new model features a round butt frame for a more compact feel and 
hardwood grips that are checkered and textured, resulting in a solid grip and 
great control. The 4.2-inch, half-lug barrel offers reduced weight and excel¬ 
lent balance. A fully adjustable black blade rear sight and red ramp front sight 
provide quick target acquisition. Additionally, the revolver ships with three 
(3) full moon clips that act as both a speed loader for the .45 Auto rounds 
and aid in the ejection of the spent cartridges. For more information, visit 
www.ruger.com 



CRIMSON TRACE GLOCK LASER SIGHTS 



► Crimson Trace is now offering the newest GLOCK compatible laser 
sight products. These products include the recently released LG-443 with a 
red laser diode for the compact GLOCK 42 pistol. That Laserguard®—LG- 
443 (red) laser sight—also serves double duty by fitting onto GLOCK’s 
newer Model 43 pistols. Even better news is that the new LG-443G (Green) 
Laserguard will soon be shipping to dealers across America and also fits onto 
those GLOCK pistols. 

For GLOCK owners seeking green laser sights, Crimson Trace also of¬ 
fers the Lasergrips® LG-639G and the Laserguard LG-452 that fits numer¬ 
ous Gen 4 and Third Generation GLOCK pistol models. Many of those 
GLOCK owners will also discover that Crimson Trace’s Lightguard® LTG- 
736 with a 100-lumen LED bright white light provides the ability to light 
up a dark night while also being compatible on the pistol with nearly another 
dozen Crimson Trace laser sight systems. This dual system of light-and-laser 
is popular with many gun owners who carry for personal protection. 

Crimson Trace laser sights for GLOCK pistols are available with Instinc¬ 
tive Activation in the rear or in the front. Battery life can last for up to four 
hours of continuous use. Most of these laser sight models also incorporate 
master on/off switches to help conserve battery life. For more information, 
visit www.crimsontrace.com 
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BY POLICE MARKSMAN STAFF 


TPG GEN 2 TACTICAL RIFLE CASE LINE 


► Tacprogear announced the new GEN 2 designs for the Tactical Rifle Case 
(TRC) line are now available for purchase. Each of the TRC cases is a great 
solution for transporting sporting rifles or carbines of all shapes and sizes. The 
TRC line includes several new features for Gen 2, including a loop for ID 
patches, an embroidered logo, and redesigned TPG zipper pulls. GEN 2 im¬ 
provements for the TRC line came from end-user feedback over the past years. 
The Tactical Rifle Case, Gen 2 is available in 32 inches and 40 inches in Black, 
Coyote Tan and OD Green. The 32-inch case measures 3 inches D x 33 inches 
W x 12 inches H, while the 40-inch case measures 3 inches D x 41 inches 
W x 12 inches H. MSRP starts at $148. For more information, visit www. 
tacprogear.com 



\ 


► www.tacprogear.com 


INDUSTRY NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENT 


OKLAHOMA HIGHWAY PATROL SELECTS SIC SAUER P320 





Ik 


►www.sigsauer.com 


► NEWINGTON, N.H. — SIG SAUER, Inc., has been selected by 
the Oklahoma Highway Patrol to deliver more than 800 P320® Full- 
Size pistols in 9mm. An exhaustive test and evaluation found the P320 
to meet or exceed the Highway Patrol’s expectations. Over a two-week 
span, P320 pistols were evaluated by cadets and firearms instructors of 
the 63rd Academy class. After more than 78,000 rounds of assorted 
brands of ammunition, the P320 continued to perform “without any 
mechanical issues,” according to a letter from the Oklahoma Depart¬ 
ment of Public Safety. “All of us here at SIG are proud to have the Okla¬ 
homa Highway Patrol be the first state police agency to adopt the P320,” 
said Tom Jankiewicz, Vice President of Law Enforcement Sales for SIG 
SAUER, Inc. “The pistol’s safety, accuracy and reliability are what our 
law enforcement customers expect in a striker-fired pistol worthy of the 
SIG SAUER name.” 

Designed with the input of law enforcement officers, the P320 offers 
enhanced ergonomics, a short, crisp trigger pull with a tactile reset and 
the ability to take down the pistol with no tools and without the need to 
press the trigger. Instructors also found that inexperienced shooters saw a 
reduced learning curve with the P320 and they progressed more quickly 
through training. The ability to switch interchangeable grip modules 
allows each officer to have a pistol that is fit to their hand, helping them 
more quickly find success on the range. “We have observed the pistol to 
be accurate, reliable and operator friendly,” noted Lt. Todd Fenimore 
of the Oklahoma Highway Patrol. “We are looking forward to the state¬ 
wide pistol transition.” For more information, visit www.sigsauer.com 
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NO CLOCKS FOR COPS? 
AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 


RY MIKE WOOD 
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YOU CAN’T FIX A SOFTWARE 
PROBLEM WITH HARDWARE 



► When the DA/SA pistols were King, we saw this a lot. The manual 
of arms is more complex on these guns, and shooters often forgot 
to “decock,” under stress, when they came off target. Unintended 
discharges sometimes followed, often while re-holstering. 

Photos by Linda Babcock 


§ SUMMARY 

A recent editorial that declared Glock 
pistols unsuitable for law enforcement 
because they were “accident-prone” 
misses the target, and going back to 
Double Action pistols (as suggested) 
is no solution. The proper focus is on 
people and training, not hardware. 


I N A RECENT LA TIMES OPED PIECE (“WHY 
THE POLICE SHOULDN’T USE GLOCKS,” 
MAY 7, 201S, HTTP://WWW.LATIMES. 
COM/OPINION/OP-ED/LA-OE-OWENSGLOCK- 
ACCIDENTS-2015050SST0RY.HTML), A 
RESPECTED MEMRER OF THE GUN COMMUNITY 
CAUSED A FIRESTORM WHEN HE ARGUED THAT 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS SHOULDN’T CARRY 
MODERN, STRIKER-FIRED PISTOLS (SUCH AS 
THE POPULAR GLOCK] RECAUSE THEY WERE 
“ACCIDENT-PRONE,” ESPECIALLY UNDER STRESS. 
THE AUTHOR, BOB OWENS, ARGUED THAT THE 
SHORT TRAVEL OF THESE TRIGGERS, COMBINED 
WITH THE LACK OF A MECHANICAL SAFETY 
INDEPENDENT OF THE TRIGGER, MAKES THEM 
UNSUITABLE FOR GENERAL ISSUE TO OFFICERS 
WHO ARE LIKELY TO PLACE THEIR FINGER ON THE 
TRIGGER DURING MOMENTS OF PEAK STRESS, 
PERHAPS WITHOUT EVEN REALIZING IT. AS A 
SUBSTITUTE, MR. OWENS SUGGESTED ISSUING 
A TRADITIONAL DOUBLE/SINGLE ACTION (DA/ 
SA) DESIGN, WHICH WOULD LARGELY OVERCOME 
THESE WEAKNESSES IN HIS VIEW. 
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► FOREFRONT: NO GLOCKS FOR COPS? AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 



► Some of the most popular DA/SA autos place the safety lever on the slide, where it is harder to reach 
for all shooters, but especially for those with smaller hands. Throwing the lever upward to OFF SAFE 
is awkward, and weakens the firing grip. 


With all due respect to Mr. Owens and his opinion, I disagree with 
his argument. I understand his concerns about human performance and 
reactions under stress, and share many of those same concerns. In fact, 
IVe spent a great deal of time and effort researching and writing about 
the effects of combat stress on physiology and performance, but I dis¬ 
agree with his conclusions on the best way to deal with these challenges. 

In my opinion, Mr. Owens is trying to find a “hardware” solution to 
a “software” problem, and although he describes the focus on training as 
“utterly irrelevant” in his commentary about the original piece, I think 
he has it backward. I think his focus on technology is the truly irrelevant 
issue, and his suggested fix creates as many problems as it solves. 

THE PROBLEM 

In his article, Mr. Owens made the claim that about 20 percent 
of police officers put their fingers on the triggers of their guns when 
they shouldn’t, and I believe that is a credible figure. In fact, it might 
even be too low of an estimate. My own study of the New York 
Police Department (NYPD) data from 1999-2011 indicates that the 
ratio of reported “Accidental” or “Unintentional Discharges” to “In¬ 
tentional Discharges” occurring during “Adversarial Conflict” with 
a perpetrator varied from a low of 30.6 percent to a high of 63.6 
percent, with the average at 44.9 percent for the entire period. Addi¬ 
tionally, looking strictly at the Accidental/Unintentional Discharges, 
an average of 23.9 percent of the 13-year total occurred while the 
officer was struggling with the suspect. 

While it would not be valid to extrapolate the NYPD experience to 
the nation as a whole, it’s instructive that the officers on this depart¬ 
ment fired their guns accidentally almost half as much as they fired 
them at suspects, and that at least a quarter of the accidental discharges 
occurred during enforcement actions, not administrative handling. 
These numbers indicate what we already know, namely that officers 


sometimes place their fingers on the triggers of their weapons during 
stressful and violent encounters when they feel threatened. They often 
do this subconsciously, without recognizing that they are doing it, and 
when they fall, get startled, get bumped, get struck, or grasp at some¬ 
thing with the other hand, they frequently clench the weapon hand in 
response. If an errant finger is resting on the trigger, then it will likely 
be pulled and the weapon will discharge. 

HARDWARE “SOLUTION” #1: INCREASED PULL WEIGH! 

Mr. Owens has suggested a change in hardware to address the prob¬ 
lem, but the track record on such efforts has been poor. Over the 
years, law enforcement agencies have experimented with various 
technological “fixes” to prevent these errors, but none have been 
very successful. 

One of the most common “fixes” has involved increasing the 
weight of pull required to move the trigger, either by choosing a dif¬ 
ferent design, or by modifying an existing design. Unfortunately, this 
only results in a pistol that is more difficult to deliberately fire with 
precision, particularly for officers with smaller or less powerful hands. 

The increased presence of females in law enforcement has focused 
attention on this issue, and some of the best research indicates that 
females have a mean grip length that is 11 percent shorter than that 
of males, a hand width that is 14 percent shorter, and a maximal grip 
pressure that is roughly 40 percent less than that of males. This makes 
it very difficult for these officers to properly manage a trigger with a 
heavy pull weight, particularly if the increased weight is combined 
with a longer trigger reach, as it is on pistols with Double Action 
(DA) triggers—the very pistols that Mr. Owens suggested. 

During the XM10 pistol trials, the US Army discovered that seven 
of 12 female soldiers in a test group could not fire the candidate 
pistols in the DA mode due to the combination of trigger reach and 
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NO CLOCKS FOR COPS? 
AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 



► The downward motion required to deactivate a frame-mounted 
safety is a natural and efficient movement that strengthens the firing 
grip. Most autos with this kind of safety have SA triggers though, 
which are short and light, and therefore easier to unintentionally 
discharge under stress. 


weight of pull. In a 1992 study conducted by 
the Federal Law Enforcement Training Cen¬ 
ter (FLETC), 50 percent of the female test 
subjects could not reach the trigger on four 
of the 17 test weapons and the lower 25th 
percentile (in terms of hand dimensions and 
strength) of the test group couldn’t reach the 
trigger on nine of the 17 test weapons. 

This phenomenon is not restricted to fe¬ 
male shooters, either. An increasing number 
of smaller statured males have entered the 
law enforcement profession in the last 40 
years as well, and many of these male officers 
have difficulties reaching the trigger on a DA 
weapon and getting the proper leverage on 
it. Whether it occurs to a male or female, 
this creates an increased hazard for the pub¬ 
lic, who could be hit by errant shots fired by 
an officer who is unable to properly control 
the trigger on his/her firearm. 

Even the most robust trigger pull weights 
(upward of 12 pounds) cannot come close 
to matching the 25 pounds of clenched grip 
force, which FLETC research indicated could 
be generated by a startle reflex (or the 126 
pounds of maximal grip strength of an aver¬ 
age male—80 pounds for the average female), 
so they offer little protection against this cir¬ 
cumstance. Indeed, the two unintentional 
shootings noted by Mr. Owens in his article 
involved NYPD officers firing Glocks with 
agency-modified triggers. The NYPD inten¬ 
tionally modifies all their guns to provide a 
pull weight in excess of 12 pounds, which 
is more than double the standard weight on 
the Glock pistol, but it’s still not enough to 
prevent an unintentional discharge caused by 
startle reflex or inter-limb response, as these 
two incidents demonstrated. 

HARDWARE “S0IUII0H” #2: 
MECHARICAL SAFETIES 

Another popular fix (and one promoted by 
Mr. Owens) involves adding a mechanical 
safety that operates independently of the 
trigger, usually via movement of the firing 
hand thumb. The theory is that these kinds 
of safeties will prevent an officer from unin¬ 
tentionally pulling the trigger by disabling 
it until the safety is released, but in practi¬ 
cal application it doesn’t work this way. The 
history of these guns in law enforcement and 


military service indicates that when the user 
feels threatened enough to deploy the gun and 
point it at someone, then they are also likely 
to simultaneously disengage the safety in 
preparation to fire. This happens regardless of 


training protocols that may discourage releas¬ 
ing the safety until the actual decision to fire 
has been made. In fact, most law enforcement 
training protocols have traditionally encour¬ 
aged the officer to disengage the safety as the 


10 The Police Marksman Summer 2015 


www.policemarksman.com 













► FOREFRONT: NO GLOCKS FOR COPS? AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 



► The DA/SA autos typically have a long trigger reach in the DA mode, 
making it difficult for those with smaller hands to get the right 
purchase on them. In the worst cases, shooters with small hands may 
not be able to pull the heavy, 12- to 14-pound trigger in DA mode. 



►The transition from DA to SA trigger modes requires dedicated 
practice to master. This takes valuable training time, which is 
always in short supply. Striker-fired guns, with their single trigger 
mode, are easier and faster to learn. 


weapon is brought to target, with the popular 
mantra of “On Target, Off Safe; Off Target, 
On Safe” being the rule. 

Aggravating the situation, many of the guns 
equipped with these kinds of safeties have 
Single Action (SA) triggers with even lighter 
pull weights and shorter trigger travel than 
the striker-fired guns that Mr. Owens has de¬ 
clared as unsuitable for law enforcement use, 
making them even easier to fire inadvertently. 

An important hazard of guns equipped 
with these types of mechanical safeties is 
that they require a large number of repeti¬ 
tions in training to instill the habit of prop¬ 
erly releasing them, and they can be fumbled 
or forgotten under stress, such as when the 
user is suddenly threatened with close-range 
violence. As a firearms instructor and life¬ 
long shooter, I’ve personally witnessed many 
examples of highly trained and proficient 
shooters (including competitive champi¬ 
ons) fumbling or forgetting to disengage 
their safeties under the stress of competi¬ 
tion, training or qualification—conditions 
that produce much less stress than a violent 
ambush, and much less of the physiological 
effects that can be so detrimental to motor 
skills performance. Given that the vast ma¬ 
jority of law enforcement officers are neither 
as well trained nor as proficient as these 
skilled enthusiasts, it’s likely that they would 
be even more susceptible to making these 
kinds of life-endangering mistakes under the 
stress of a deadly attack. We’ve seen incidents 
like this in the past, both in the real world 
and in dynamic, Force on Force training, so 
the possibility cannot be ignored. 

Lastly, an additional problem with these 
safeties is that the aforementioned officers 
with small hands may have difficulty even 
reaching the safety levers to disengage them. 
This is especially true for pistols equipped 
with slide-mounted safety levers, which re¬ 
quire a long reach to throw them upward to 
the “OFF” position. Oftentimes, reaching 
these safeties requires a small-handed user 
to sacrifice a proper firing grip on the pis¬ 
tol, leading to dangerous delays in firing or 
control and accuracy difficulties when the 
pistol is fired. In the most extreme cases, a 
small-handed user may be completely inca¬ 
pable of operating these levers with the fir¬ 


ing hand at all, and may be required to use 
the support side hand to disengage the lever 
(assuming it is available, and not wounded/ 
damaged or otherwise occupied in fighting 
an opponent at close quarters). 

Since some officers may fumble or forget 
the safety lever under duress, and others may 
not be able to properly reach it and deactivate 
it, many law enforcement agencies and some 


branches of the U.S. military have adopted 
protocols, which mandate that such pistols are 
to be carried “OFF SAFE” in the holster while 
on duty. Such a practice is an inadequate so¬ 
lution to the problem, and only creates an 
additional hazard when an officer who is not 
habituated to disengaging the safety as part 
of the draw retrieves a weapon whose lever 
has been accidentally bumped to the “ON 
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NO CLOCKS FOR COPS? 
AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 


SAFE” position at some point. In any event, 
carrying the pistol “OFF SAFE,” whether by 
personal choice or in accordance with agency 
policy, negates the perceived safety advantage 
of having a safety installed on the weapon in 
the first place. 

HARDWARE “S0IUTI0H” #3: 
IRCREASED TRIGGER TRAVEL 

A final method of trying to fix the unin¬ 
tentional discharge problem through equip¬ 
ment selection (and Mr. Owens’ principal 
suggestion) is to increase the distance that 
the trigger must travel to discharge the fire¬ 
arm. It is hoped that an unintentional trig¬ 
ger pull could be recognized and arrested 
before it is completed, or that the uninten¬ 
tional force wouldn’t be strong enough to 
move the trigger the required distance to 
fire. However, like the other equipment- 
oriented fixes, it fails to prevent the error 
while introducing other problems. 

The so-called Double Action/Single Ac¬ 
tion (DA/SA) and Double Action Only 
(DAO) triggers indicated by Mr. Owens 
travel about an inch (measured at the tip 
of the trigger, perhaps 5/8 inch measured 
in the center) before a round is fired in DA 
mode, as compared to the roughly Vi inch 
of travel (measured at the tip, perhaps l A 
inch at the center) on the striker-fired guns. 
This nominal half inch of additional travel 
is unlikely to be noticed during an involun¬ 
tary clench response involving 25 or more 
pounds of force. We know this because law 
enforcement history is replete with examples 
of unintentional discharges with firearms 
equipped with similar triggers. Law enforce¬ 
ment officers managed to accidentally pull 
the long and heavy DA triggers of their re¬ 
volvers with frequency for nearly a century 
before they switched to DA/SA and DAO 
pistols in the 1980s and 1990s, and they 
continued to do the same with the new guns. 
The long triggers on these guns couldn’t stop 
the problem then, and they won’t now. 

As previously noted, the long and heavy 
triggers can make the gun more difficult to 
operate and control, however, especially for 
officers with smaller hands. In fact, it was 
this problem that largely encouraged the 
wide scale shift away from DA/SA and DAO 
designs in the 2000s, and toward the striker- 



► This won’t intimidate any of 
the gun enthusiasts out there, 
but the large number of levers 
and buttons on some DA/SA 
designs can quickly cause 
confusion for novices and 
non-dedicated personnel. 


fired guns with their shorter trigger reach. 
The latter guns were simply easier for officers 
with smaller and less powerful hands to op¬ 
erate, and we saw dramatic improvements, 
nationwide, in law enforcement agency 
shooting scores when the DA/SA and DAO 
autos were exchanged for striker-fired guns 
like the Glock. 

Importantly, the striker-fired guns were 
also easier to operate than the more complex 
DA/SA designs with their more extensive 
manual of arms. During the peak of DA/SA 
auto preeminence in American law enforce¬ 
ment, it was not uncommon for an officer to 
unintentionally fire a shot when the pistol 
was in SA mode, with its much shorter and 
lighter trigger pull. It was also not uncom¬ 
mon for them to reholster a pistol that was 
still in SA mode, creating a significant safety 
issue, or even an unintended discharge in 
some cases. 


I’m one of a legion of firearms instructors 
who were grateful to see the striker-fired de¬ 
signs gain popularity, because I didn’t have to 
yell myself hoarse on the range continuously 
reminding students to “decock” their pistols 
when they were off target. I also appreciated 
the fact that it took less training time for a 
novice student to achieve proficiency with 
the simpler, striker-fired design that only has 
one type of trigger pull to master and a mini¬ 
mum of controls to operate. 

THE ROLE OF REGLIGERCE 

To this point, I’ve been careful to focus on 
the unintended discharges that occur dur¬ 
ing enforcement actions, and not during 
administrative situations (such as loading 
or unloading the firearm for cleaning, in¬ 
spection, etc.). This is not an attempt to 
ignore the sizable number of unintentional 
discharges that occur during administrative 
actions, which Mr. Owens is rightly con¬ 
cerned about, but to segregate these two 
very different situations. 

The physiological and cognitive effects of 
stress that prompt unintentional discharges 
during a violent encounter are the result 
of involuntary reactions in our minds and 
bodies. These Sympathetic Nervous System 
responses are automatic processes that are 
largely beyond our control. We can miti¬ 
gate the effects of these changes through 
various means (“tactical breathing,” expo¬ 
sure through realistic training, etc.) but we 
largely cannot prevent these reactions from 
occurring in the first place. 

However, the unintentional discharges 
that occur during administrative handling 
are entirely preventable. These discharges 
are rooted in inattention and negligence, 
which are not involuntary reactions, but 
rather things that are firmly in our con¬ 
trol. Sloppy and inattentive gun handling 
is preventable and controllable, and must 
never be permitted by an agency, agency 
leadership, or the individual officer. In¬ 
dividual officers must be shown that they 
have a critical stake in firearms safety, and 
must be encouraged to develop the proper 
safety habits. Officers must understand, at 
a very deep and personal level, that their 
inattention or negligence could directly re¬ 
sult in injury or death, and that they will 
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► FOREFRONT: NO GLOCKS FOR COPS? AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 



► Striker-fired guns might have 
lighter and shorter triggers 
than DA autos, but they’re not 
nearly as light and short as the 
triggers found on SA autos. 


be held accountable for their actions. 

A large number of unintentional dis¬ 
charges during administrative handling is 
indicative of a training, standards enforce¬ 
ment, or personal discipline problem. 
None of these issues can be adequately ad¬ 
dressed through technology. Instead, they 
require “software” solutions, like improved 
training, leadership, and an acceptance of 
personal responsibility. If you hand a reck¬ 
less and careless individual a loaded gun, 
he/she will find a way to discharge it unin¬ 
tentionally, no matter how many safety de¬ 
vices are installed on it, how long or heavy 
the trigger pull is, or how “idiot proof” 
the design is. The thing about idiots is that 
they can be very resourceful. We’ve got 
years of data to prove it. 



► Safety is the result of good training, habits and discipline. 
There has never been a firearm made that is impervious to 
unintentional discharges in the hands of someone who is not 
paying attention and not following proper procedures. 



► The shorter trigger reach and lighter pull weight on striker-fired 
designs make them easier to shoot for all shooters, but especially 
those with smaller hands. 


SO WHAI IS THE SOLUTION? 

The critical point in all of this is that un¬ 
intended discharges are more suitably dealt 
with as a training issue, not an equipment 
issue. There is no hardware solution for this 
software problem that has been proven to 
work, and many of the so-called hardware 
“fixes” actually introduce other unaccept¬ 
able hazards or performance penalties. 


Suitable, rigorous training is more likely 
to have an impact on reducing both admin¬ 
istrative and stress-induced unintentional 
discharges than any technology solution. 
The historical record has shown that agen¬ 
cies that put a premium on training ensure 
their officers are trained to a high level of 
proficiency, and hold them accountable to 
standards, encounter fewer problems with 
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unintentional discharges than those agen¬ 
cies that have weak training programs and 
lax enforcement, even when the equipment 
they carry is the same. 

Sadly, even training cannot fix the problem 
entirely, as humans are prone to make errors 
under stress even if they have been trained. 
In this, Mr. Owens and I are in complete 
agreement. We simply differ in our opinions 
about the importance and impact of proper 
training. In Mr. Owens’ view, equipment 
solutions provide a greater potential for cor¬ 
recting the problem than training solutions, 
but I believe that our collective experience 
shows the opposite is true. 

In my opinion, the time, effort and 
money that would be spent refitting a 
Glock-equipped police force with a differ¬ 
ent pistol would be more profitably spent 
on more rigorous and realistic training for 
officers. As Evan Marshall said, “It’s the In¬ 
dian, not the Arrow,” that matters. PM 


Mike Wood is the author of Newhall Shooting: A 
Tactical Analysis. Please visit the official website for 
this book at www.newhallshooting.com for more 
information. Wood is also an NRA - LE Division 
certified firearms instructor. He is also a USAF retired 
Lieutenant Colonel, 26 years of service. 



Post your comments on this story 
by visiting www.policemarksman.com 


► Many agencies, and some U.S. 
military branches, require their 
officers to carry their pistols 
OFF SAFE in the holster, due 
to difficulties with the slide- 
mounted safety lever and 
concerns about forgetting 
the safety under duress. This 
creates a new hazard of its own 
when the safety gets bumped 
to the ON SAFE position and the 
officer is unaware of it. 



RANGE STRATEGIES INTRODUCES 

The UNPREDICTOR™ Target System 
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2014 NRA Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 


On September 25,2014, an employee with a commercial fresh foods 
distributor in Moore, Oklahoma, was suspended after an investigation 
into violation of work rules and harassment of employees. After leaving 
the company's human resources office, the employee drove to his 
apartment where he retrieved an 8-inch-long serrated knife, drove back 
to the business and crashed his car into a car parked in front of the 
business. He then entered the main office and attacked Colleen Hufford, 
the first employee he came upon, and murdered her by decapitation. 

Hearing screams and the commotion of the attack, Mark Vaughan, CEO 
of the business and an off-duty reserve deputy with the Oklahoma 
County Sheriff's Department, decided he needed to take swift and 
immediate action. Quickly evaluating the tactical needs of the incident, 
he knew he could best respond if he had his patrol rifle. He retrieved it 
and sought out the suspect. 

While Deputy Vaughan was moving into action, the perpetrator had 
moved on and sought another victim to attack. Finding Traci Johnson, 
he immediately attacked her and cut across her throat and the side of 
her face. Now within view of the suspect, Deputy Vaughan saw the ongoing attack and, with his rifle, shot 
the suspect and ended the attack. 

There is no doubt that without the immediate valorous actions of Deputy Vaughan, the suspect would 
have claimed the lives of others. This was perhaps best summarized by Sheriff John Whetsel, who stated, 
"Mark put an end to the threat by shooting the suspect and saving the life of the second victim who was 
being actively attacked by the suspect. There is every reason to believe that the lives of untold others 
were saved who would have been targeted by the suspect if it had not been for Deputy Vaughan's actions." 

Deputy Vaughan's heroic actions under the most stressful and confusing circumstances - and his decision 
to intervene and neutralize the suspect, even though it placed him in great personal danger - are a credit 
to himself, his department, and the community he serves, and are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
law enforcement. 

As such, it is with great honor and pride that the National Rifle Association recognizes Deputy Vaughan 
of the Oklahoma County Sheriff's Office for his valorous actions by naming him the 2014 NRA Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year. 

"The actions of Deputy Vaughan on September 25th were nothing short of heroic," said NRA President 
James W. Porter III. "Thinking quickly and clearly, he put an end to an unspeakable rampage. The National 
Rifle Association is honored to name Deputy Vaughan as NRA's Law Enforcement Officer of the Year." 

NRA's Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award was established in 1993 and recognizes an exceptional 
act or service by a law enforcement officer and is administered by the NRA Law Enforcement Division. 



Mark Vaughan 

Oklahoma County 
Sheriff's Department 



Scan this code with your smartphone 
or tablet to get more information 
about the NRA Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year recognition. 


Forms for nominating candidates for the NRA Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 
Award may be downloaded at http://le.nra.org/documents/pdf/law/leoy.pdf. 

For more information about NRA's Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award and 
its Law Enforcement Division, call (703) 267-1632 or send an e-mail to LE@nrahq.org. 




GUN REVIEW SIG SAUER P290 RS 


\ 




SUMMARY 

Sig’s P290 RS (Re-Strike) is a double 
action-only semi-auto pistol aimed 
at off-duty and backup use. Its size is 
closer to most .380 caliber handguns, 
but it packs the punch of the 9mm 
cartridge. It also manages recoil well 
and is a rugged and reliable weapon. 

MORE INFORMATION 

www.sigsauer.com 




►The Sig P290 RS is among the smallest 9mm pistols on the market. 
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► GUN REVIEW: SIG SAUER P290 RS 



► The Sig P290 RS is very much a miniaturized, single-stack 
version of the P250. 



► The Sig P290 RS functioned perfectly with all ammunition 
including Corbon, Federal and PMC brands. 


I DON’T LIKE MOUSE GUNS. EXPERIENCE 
HAS TAUGHT ME TO BE WARY OF LITTLE 
GUNS FOR A LOT OF REASONS. FIRST, 
THEY CAN BE FINICKY ABOUT AMMUNITION. 
SECOND, THEIR RECOIL IS A BIT HARSH, 
RESULTING IN GROUPS ON PAPER THAT 
CAN BE A LITTLE HARD ON THE EGO. THIRD, 
THEY TEND TO BE CARRIED A LOT AND SHOT 
VERY LITTLE, AS THE OLD SAYING GOES 
(WHICH IS AN UNACCEPTABLE PRACTICE 
FOR SOMEONE WHO SERIOUSLY CARRIES 
A FIREARM AS A WEAPON RATHER THAN 
MERELY A TALISMAN). LAST AND MOST 
IMPORTANT, MOUSE GUNS COME MOSTLY 
IN MOUSE GUN CALIBERS. 

It used to be almost a given that the 
smaller the semi-auto pistol, the less reliable 
it was. However, today’s gun manufactur¬ 
ers produce some decent little pistols for 
concealment that also function very well. 
One of the good ones is the 2.9-inch bar¬ 
reled P290 RS from Sig Sauer. It is incred¬ 
ibly easy to conceal, but still offers a decent 
capacity given the choice of a six- or eight- 
round 9mm magazine and a useable grip for 
full-size law officers like myself. It also works 
great for backup in a front pants pocket, on 
body armor, or carried on your ankle with 
the aforementioned six-round bullet box. 
Still, it’s big enough that a lower primate like 
me can manipulate its controls and shoot it 
somewhat effectively. 

Avoiding the caliber debate, my personal 
preference is to carry only service calibers for 
defense. Even with advancements in bullet 
technology, I have never felt comfortable 
with the calibers in which most super small 
pistols are offered. However, the P290 is of¬ 
fered in 9mm, which is comforting. Mostly, 
I don’t like pocket pistols because I have the 
hands of a monkey without the inordinate 
strength necessary to shoot them well. Big 
hands and long fingers make it especially dif¬ 
ficult to find a small handgun in an effective 
caliber with a decent grip. 

These are some of the reasons I’m an ad¬ 
vocate of carrying something as close to a 
duty-size handgun as possible during one’s 
off-duty pursuits. Still, there’s no deny¬ 
ing the need for those little guns when it’s 
impossible to conceal a larger gun or for 
backup use. In fact, despite being an advo¬ 
cate of large gun carry, there certainly are a 


lot of subcompact 9mm and .40 caliber pis¬ 
tols in my gun safe, just no ‘starter pistols.’ 
By that, I don’t mean blank guns for signal¬ 
ing the start of a marathon, I mean the ones 
that are chambered in rounds that are better 
at starting fights than ending them. 


FEATURES 

The “RS” after the Sig’s P290 name stands 
for Re-Strike. The P290 has second strike 
capability, which goes hand-in-hand with 
its double-action-only trigger system. There 
were some sporadic complaints involving 
early pre-RS P290’s with light primer hits. 
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► This Sig P290 RS came with a polymer holster and an ejection- 
port block tool to aid in disassembly. 



► With the eight-round extended magazine, the P290 RS is a great 
primary off-duty gun. 


Sig quickly addressed the issue and solved 
the problems in this area and there certainly 
weren’t any misfires with the test pistol. 

The P290 RS came with one six-round 
magazine. The eight-round variation can 
be purchased for about $40.00 plus shipping. 
Considering these pistols are often on sale for 
$300-350, that’s still quite a deal. The large 
slide stop is especially appreciated, as at first 
blush it seems disproportionate to the pis¬ 
tol’s diminutive size. I was concerned that my 
thumbs would inadvertently manipulate it 
during live fire, causing the slide to go forward 
on an empty magazine or lock back prema¬ 
turely, as is often happens when I fire polymer 
guns. Despite the usable size of the P290’s 
slide stop, it is set forward enough that my op¬ 
posable digit caused no drama. The frame is 
black polymer that helps keep the unloaded 
weight down to 20.5 ounces. I weighed it at 
23.2 ounces loaded with seven rounds (the six- 
round magazine plus one in the chamber) of 
Federal 124-grain HST +P and 25.6 ounces 
with nine rounds with the eight-round maga¬ 
zine plus one in the chamber. 

OPTIONS 

This P290 RS came with steel three-dot 
sights. They are actual gun sights like you 
would find on a full-size pistol. Siglite® 
night sights are an option if desired. The Sig 
came in black Nitron® finish, but can also be 
purchased in natural stainless. The polymer 
grips are seriously stippled. Even the poly¬ 
mer grip extension that comes standard with 
the eight-round magazine screams, “Severe 
Tire Damage!” I actually prefer it that way 
for pocket carry, but it may be a bit aggres¬ 
sive for some folks if carried against bare 
skin, but I’m not complaining. Some carry 
guns with smooth grips are harder to hold 
onto than a hand-written report on a windy 
day. This is one of the features that make this 
gun easy to shoot. For those who don’t like 
the stippling however, Sig offers a smooth 
set of grip panels as well. In this configura¬ 
tion, the front and back straps still allow for 
a secure purchase on the pistol, but the side 
plates don’t irritate the skin. The P290 RS 
has a removable plug at the bottom of the 
dust cover to mount an optional laser. Sig 
Sauer really seems to have thought of every¬ 
thing with this little gun. 


BANG AND BUCK 

The best feature of this pistol is its combina¬ 
tion of compactness and power. At about 5.5 
inches long by 3.9 inches tall and approxi¬ 
mately an inch in width, this 9mm is approx¬ 
imate to many .380 autos on the market, but 
chambered in the more powerful 9mm. I car¬ 
ried it several times while running and in my 
front pocket as a backup for a few weeks. The 


little Sig is very well suited to both roles. Even 
as a large gun snob, I could see carrying the 
P290 RS as a primary concealed-carry pistol. 

DISASSEMBLY/ASSEMBLY 

The P290 has received a little bad press 
for the difficult nature of its takedown 
procedure. Its design necessitates remov¬ 
ing the slide stop while holding the slide 
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► GUN REVIEW: SIG SAUER P290 RS 


fully rearward. The process has been called, 
“a three-handed procedure.” The P290 in¬ 
cluded a small plastic block that can be in¬ 
serted into the ejection port to hold the slide 
back. This simple device makes removing the 
slide stop much easier. Then, it’s just a matter 
of removing the recoil spring, guide rod and 
barrel. Reassembly is a little more difficult, 
but not nearly as emotionally traumatic as 
I’d been led to believe. This is coming from a 
guy with the manual dexterity of a seal that 
didn’t quite make the cut at Sea World. 

TRIGGER 

If you’ve ever shot a Sig P250 or a revolver, 
you’ll have no difficulty acclimating to the 
Double Action Only-type trigger of the 
P290. Don’t go into it expecting to break 
any records on split times. It’s not that kind 
of trigger or pistol. However, the long nine- 
pound pull is well suited for deep carry 
where a long trigger stroke is an asset. Argu¬ 
ably, the P290 is very much a single-stack 
miniaturized version of the P250 that is one 
of my favorite training/defensive pistols. 

RANGE TIME 

For a two-day range test, three of us shot 
50 rounds of 124-grain +p Federal HST, 50 
rounds of Remington 124-grain +P Golden 
Saber, 50 rounds of Winchester White Box 
124-grain FMJ, and 50 rounds of PMC 
Bronze 124-grain FMJ. The second day 
we threw 50 rounds of nearly 25-year-old 
Corbon 115-grain +p into a mix of potluck 
FMJs. It may not seem fair to the ammuni¬ 
tion or the pistol, but testing equipment of 
this importance shouldn’t be fair. Very few 
defensive guns will be pressed into service in 
a defensive encounter. A few, however, will 
be truly needed in less-than-ideal circum¬ 
stances where only perfect performance is 
acceptable. That’s why I try to use a less-than- 
optimal grip during function testing of any 
autopistol. After about 300 rounds total, we 
had no stoppages, malfunctions, mishaps, or 
whatever the cool kids are calling jams these 
days. The P290 RS just worked. It should be 
noted that many of the FMJs we shot were 
PMC Bronze. I read several accounts of the 
pre-RS P290s having light strikes with this 
ammunition. As stated above, they all went 
bang in this Sig Sauer. 

The P290 shoots relatively soft with nor- 



CORBON 

115-GRAIN JHP +P 

FEDERAL 
115-GRAIN HST 

Shot # 1 

1246 

1085 

Shot# 2 

1239 

1093 

Shot #3 

1252 

1100 

Shot #4 

1217 

1092 

Shot #5 

1232 

1102 

Average 

1237.2 Feet 

Per Second 

1094.4 Feet 

Per Second 



► The double action-only 
trigger of the P290 RS 
is a viable choice for 
defense as evidenced by 
this five-shot rapid-fire 
group at 7 yards. 


mal practice FMJs, but becomes a bit more 
of an attention grabber with the Federal 
HST +p. I would compare the recoil im¬ 
pulse to a lightweight 1911 Commander 
size pistol in .45ACP. It’s not intolerable, 
but certainly noticeable compared to a full- 
size, polymer 9mm duty pistol. Still, none 
of the officers who fired it had any trouble 
placing several quick rounds on target after 
shooting a few magazines for familiariza¬ 
tion. The Corbon, on the other hand, was 
quite the handful. I don’t think this quar- 
ter-century-old loading was ever intended 
to be fired in a 20-ounce, 2.9-inch gun. The 
recoil was abrupt. It may take some sort of 
specialist to get the smile off my face after 
launching 115-grain bullets at 1,240 feet 
per second out of a pocket pistol. It’s remi¬ 
niscent of firing full-power 10mm loads out 
of a grownup pistol, which also makes my 
heart happy. 



► The P290 RS is a bit more 
difficult to field strip than 
some polymer defensive 
pistols. Take-down is 
easily accomplished by 
use of the included and 
simple-to-use tool. 


REWARE THE TINY PISTOL 

This wee weapon was perfectly reliable 
and, most importantly, easier to shoot than 
most guns its size. This was especially true 
when using the extended eight-round maga¬ 
zine. I usually say, “Beware of small guns be¬ 
cause of their flaws.” In the case of the P290 
RS, I say, “Beware,” because it will try very 
hard to convince you to make it your pri¬ 
mary concealed-carry pistol. PM 

Warren Wilson is a Lieutenant with the Enid Police 
Department in Oklahoma. He is a former SWAT team 
member/leader and has been in law enforcement for 
19 years. 

[2K Post your comments on this story N 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 
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GUN REVIEW 






v SUMMARY 

The Turkish Canik TP9SA is a striker 
fire version of the double-action TP9. 
This 9mm duty-style pistol was found 
to perform well above expectations 
compared to its low price point. 
Accuracy and reliability are not often 
found in less-expensive firearms, 
but the Canik pistol displayed both. 

An excellent trigger was another 
unexpected asset of this fine handgun. 

MORE INFORMATION 

www.canik55.com 



HICH PERFORMANCE AT A LOW RRJGE 
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► GUN REVIEW: CANIK TP9SA 


ON'T SEND THIS ONE BACK.” I 
HEARD THAT MORE THAN A FEW 
TIMES FROM THE OFFICERS I 
INVITED TO THE RANGE TO SHOOT THE 
CANIK TP9SA OVER THE COURSE OF A FEW 
DAYS. TWO WEEKS EARLIER, WHILE WALKING 
THE 201S SHOT SHOW FLOOR WITH THE 
POLICE MARKSMAN EDITOR, STEVE TRACY, 
I HAD HO IDEA THAT THE CEHTURY ARMS 
BOOTH WOULD BE SO RELEVANT TO THIS 
PUBLICATIOH. AH EHTHUSIASTIC YOUNG 
MAN WORKING CENTURY’S BOOTH ASKED US 
IF WE’D EVER FELT A REALLY GOOD TRIGGER 
ON A STRIKER FIRE GUN. HE HAHDED US THE 
HEW CAHIK TP9SA IMPORTED BY CENTURY 
ARMS. WE WERE BOTH IMPRESSED. THE 
TRIGGER WAS GREAT AND THE RESET WAS 
DISTINCT, THOUGH JUST A LITTLE SPOHGY. 
IT LOOKED AND FELT VERY MUCH LIKE A 
WALTHER P99, BUT WITH AH AMERICAH- 
STYLE MAGAZINE RELEASE BUTTON INSTEAD 
OF THAT FUNKY TRIGGER GUARD LEVER. I 
ASKED ABOUT THE RETAIL PRICE OF THE 
TP9SA, AS I CONTINUED TO SQUEEZE AND 
RESET THE IMPRESSIVE TRIGGER. WHEN 
HE REPLIED, “LESS THAN 400 BUCKS,” I 
SOUGHT OUT THE PERSOH IH CHARGE OF 
SEHDIHG REVIEW PISTOLS TO GUN WRITERS. 

At the time, I was completely unfamiliar 
with Canik (I am told the C is pronounced 
as a soft J or Ch). Canik is a Turkish mili¬ 
tary weapons manufacturer whose reputa¬ 
tion for quality control is well respected. The 
TP9SA’s predecessor, the TP9, is a double¬ 
action, striker-fire polymer pistol. It has also 
met with good reviews. With the TP9, just 
as with all standard, double-action hammer 
fired pistols, the first shot requires a longer 
trigger pull while subsequent squeezes are 
much shorter. The TP9SA is a more tra¬ 
ditional (if you will) striker-fire, polymer 
frame pistol with a trigger pull more akin to 
a single action; hence the ‘SA.’ There is no 
external safety and each trigger pull is uni¬ 
form from first to last. 

FEATURES 

Frankly, I hoped the gun would function 
relatively well, but I had no higher expec¬ 
tations due to its low price and unfamiliar 
maker. I was pleasantly surprised by many 
of the features I found. The grip’s side plates 




► The TP9SA comes with a holster, lock, two magazines and 
magazine loading device. 



► The Canik TP9SA is similar in appearance to the Walther P99. 
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► The Canik’s de-cocking lever is on top of the slide, making it 
unnecessary to pull the trigger before disassembly. 



► The TP9SA field strips similarly to other striker-fire, polymer 
handguns and comes with two different back straps. 


are aggressively stippled, as they should be 
for a firearm intended for duty use. The 
front and back straps have a group of raised 
bumps that could be more aggressive, but 
still allow for a solid purchase on the pistol. 
The Canik is more than serviceable in this 
area, especially when compared to at least a 
few of its more expensive competitors. 

The pistol comes in a hard case, with two 
18-round Mec-Gar magazines, two different 
back straps, two cleaning tools, a magazine 
loader, and a pistol lock. The included holster 
features both a standard belt loop attachment 
and a paddle setup. The belt loop model is 
pretty solid, while the paddle seems a little 
flimsy for serious work. However, it would be 
more than adequate as a range holster, which 
I believe is its intended role. This gun has an 
accessory rail and a familiar two-piece trigger. 
Another pleasant surprise was the pistol’s ergo¬ 
nomics. Sharing not only the appearance of a 
P99, it also has a similar feel. It weighs about 
28.8 ounces unloaded and 36.8 ounces filled 
with 18 rounds of 124-grain ammunition. 

The TP9SA is not exactly the prototypical 
concealed carry pistol. Its grip is long so that 
it can accommodate the 18-round magazine. 
The barrel is 4.3 inches and its overall length 
is almost exactly that of a Glock 20/21 or a 
five-inch barrel 1911. The dedicated pistol 
carrier could most certainly conceal this gun 
with the right cover garments and gear, but 
the TP9SA is most likely intended for duty 
or home defense. The internals are chrome 
plated and then coated, which at least par¬ 
tially explains the smooth operation of the 
trigger and slide. An RCBS scale consis¬ 
tently measured a pull of 3.8 pounds from 
the middle of the trigger. Officers who fired 
the TP9SA complemented both the trig¬ 
ger pull and its reset. There is just no way 
a pistol with an MSRP around two thirds 
the price of other comparable models should 
have a bang button this good. 

TAKEDOWN 

Most guns of this design require that the 
trigger be pulled to release the sear before 
disassembly. The TP9SA has what is essen¬ 
tially a de-cocker on the top of the slide in 
front of the rear sight. Pressing the button 
releases the sear and allows the pistol to be 
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► GUN REVIEW: CANIK TP9SA 


disassembled without the need to pull the 
trigger. Don’t be alarmed. It is flush with 
the slide and takes deliberate effort to de¬ 
press. I don’t see any accidental activations 
happening. To disassemble, first make cer¬ 
tain the gun is unloaded. After the sear is re¬ 
leased by pressing the de-cocker, remove the 
magazine. Then apply a little rearward ten¬ 
sion on the slide while pulling downward on 
the takedown latches. Pull forward on the 
slide to remove it from the frame. With your 
index finger, remove the captured guide rod 
and spring from the barrel. Lastly, remove 
the barrel from the slide. Reassembly is in 
reverse and this process will be very familiar 
with owners of other striker fire pistols. 

HOLSTERS 

Despite the TP9SA’s similarities to the Wal- 
ther P99, holsters for the Walther do fit the 
Canik. Several popular duty holsters were 
tried with the Canik. The Safariland 6280 
made for the Glock 20/21 would work, 
though it was a little tight. The Canik fit per¬ 
fectly in my Galco Combat Master made for 
the Glock 20. Assuming this is true for all 
holsters made for these popular pistols, there 
should be no difficulty in finding a duty hol¬ 
ster, but you should still try before you buy. 

► The Canik TP9SA is an 
excellent choice as an 
economical full size, 
off-duty carry pistol. 



► The author thinks the 
TP9SA has potential as a 
low-cost duty pistol for law 
enforcement. 

RANGE TIME 

The TP9SA looked like it was sufficiently 
lubed from the factory, but I gave it a quick 
wipe-down and a few touches of oil. The 
first day, we brought 200 rounds of Georgia 
Arms 124-grain FMJ and 50 rounds Cor- 
bon 115-grain JHP +P. The second day, 
we fired another 50 rounds of Remington 
Golden Saber JHP 124-grain +P and 50 
rounds Federal HST 124-grain +P JHP. 
The Canik just hummed along like a sewing 
machine. It’s impressive to see that level of 
reliability in a pistol at this low price point. 
If my math is correct, 350 rounds of a va¬ 
riety of ammunition was fired without an 
issue. The ammo went much quicker when 
we fully loaded the 18-round magazines. It 
takes a bit of determination to get that last 
round in, but the less stubborn shooter could 


just use the included magazine loader. 

The TP9SA seemed to have a little more 
felt recoil than similar designed pistols, which 
confused me because it also felt to be a little 
more front-heavy. None of the other shooters 
shared those feelings, so it might just be me. 
Still, when speaking of recoil, even the Cor- 
bon 115-grain screamers were controllable in 
this full-size 9mm. 

No pistol review is complete without ac¬ 
curacy testing. From the bench, I was able to 
get a 3.4-inch five-shot group with Remington 
Golden Saber 124-grain +P, with the best three 
rounds grouping right at an inch. Both groups 
were shot from the bench without aid of me¬ 
chanical rest on a cold and windy day. That 
is more than acceptable for a defensive pistol. 
Unfortunately, the groups were centered about 
5 inches high of the point of aim at 25 yards. 
I found myself using the ‘six o’clock hold’ like 
I have to for a few of my 1911s. In fact, the 
1911 I’ve carried on duty for the past five years 
has that affliction and I’ve never shot less than 
a 100 percent on a qualification with it. 

INCREDIBLE VALUE 

I’ve seen a lot of young cops come and go and 
not many of them were financially flush with 
cash coming into the job. Saving a hundred 
or more dollars on a duty gun purchase is a 
big deal to a 20-something newbie. Equally 
important for many of us who have worked 
nights and evenings almost exclusively is the 
ability to afford some protection to leave at 
home for our spouse. I could see this pistol 
filling both roles. Throughout my experience 
with the TP9SA, I kept looking for a dangling 
thread to pull that would unravel my flourish¬ 
ing fondness for it. I think serious profession¬ 
als are not supposed to like economical guns, 
but I am really encouraged by this pistol. From 
everything I’ve researched and experienced, the 
TP9SA could be a serious competitor for the 
big boys in the law enforcement market. That 
kind of competition could be good for the 
consumer; especially when the street price of 
the Canik is between $325 and $370. There 
may be no better value available. PM 

[2fK Post your comments on this story N 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 
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SUMMARY 



Milestones in law enforcement service 
are often commemorated with service 
pins and plaques. When leaving a 
specialty such as SWAT or retiring 
from police work at the end of a long 
career, a firearms aficionado cop 
may appreciate a commemorative or 
personalized firearm more than a clock 
or other gift. The Henry Goldenboy 
lever action can be easily customized at 
low cost to honor an officer’s service. 
It’s a practical gift that will certainly be 
appreciated. 

MORE INFORMATION 




THE HENRY Gl 
GIFT FOR THE POLICE FIREARMS ENTHUSIAST 


www.henryrepeating.com 



► The brasslite receiver of the .22lr or .17HMR lever action Henry Goldenboy is classically styled. 
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► GUN REVIEW: HENRY GOLDENROY 




M any firearms enthusiasts have an 

ATTRACTION TO THE OLD WEST LORE 
OF THE LEVER ACTION RIFLE. LEVER 
ACTIONS WERE USED IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
SINCE THEIR INCEPTION IN THE 1S60S. A .44 
40 OR .30-30 WAS CARRIED IN A HORSE’S 
SADDLE SCABBARD FOR THE SAME REASON WE 
HAVE AN AR-15 MOUNTED IN AN ELECTRONIC 
RELEASE LOCK IN A SQUAD CAR. SOMETIMES 
THE OCCASION ARISES FOR LONG-RANGE 
KNOCKDOWN POWER. 

Henry Repeating Arms is a proud Ameri¬ 
can company that offers numerous versions 
of the lever action rifle in several calibers. The 
gun they’re most well known for is the Gold- 
enboy, so named for its “brasslite” receiver. 
Originally chambered for the .22 long-rifle 
rimfire cartridge, the Goldenboy is also avail¬ 
able in .22 Magnum and .17 HMR. 

Benjamin Tyler Henry conceived and 
patented the first practical lever-action re¬ 
peating rifle in 1860. Today, family-owned 
Henry Repeating Arms of Bayonne, N.J. 
produces rimfire and center fire rifles that 
harken back to the original Henrys that 
eventually became Winchester rifles. Henry 
Repeating Arms recently introduced their 
Original Henry Rifle in .44-40 as a faithful 
re-creation of the gun “you could load on 
Sunday and shoot all week long.” Henry also 
makes pump-action .22 rifles, bolt action 
rifles, and a survival-style semi-auto rifle. 

The brasslite receiver on the Goldenboy is 
actually a cover and not the actual receiver. 
This fact provides the Henry Goldenboy with 
a unique attribute; the brass receiver is remov¬ 
able by simply turning its four mounting 
screws, located two on each side. The cover 
can be removed and taken to your local jew¬ 
eler, engraver, or even a shopping mall store 
that specializes in personalized gifts. Instead 
of bringing in a gun, you can simply bring in 
the receiver cover that is not an actual firearm. 

One of my department’s Commanders 
was given a Goldenboy .22 by his family 
on the occasion of his 50th birthday. He re¬ 
moved the brass receiver cover and brass butt 
plate and had a local jeweler engrave his ini¬ 
tials on one side, his date of birth and 50th 
birthday on the other, and his last name on 
the butt plate. He is quite pleased with how 
well the engraving turned out and how it 
personalized his plinking rifle. 


► The receiver cover can be removed and taken to a local jeweler 
for engraving, in this case for a police officer’s 50th birthday. 


Henry Repeating Arms offers a custom 
engraved brass receiver cover with up to 20 
words on the side for $150. The receiver 
cover is simply replaced with the new one. 
Law enforcement has a long tradition of giv¬ 
ing clocks, plaques, statues, shadowboxes, 
and other symbols of appreciation to mark 
career milestones or retirements. For a fire¬ 
arms enthusiast police officer, what could 
be better than a handsome .22 lever action 
rifle? Especially one with a custom receiver 
cover that read, “Presented to Lt. Daniel 
Jones for 15 years of service to the West Al¬ 
lentown PD SWAT Team 2015.” 


Henry even offers a special Law Enforce¬ 
ment Tribute Edition Goldenboy. It has “To 
Protect and Serve” carved into the walnut 
forearm and an American Eagle with “God 
Bless America’s Finest” in a blue ring adorn¬ 
ing the stock. It also has police motifs em¬ 
blazoned on the receiver cover, including a 
badge, police hat, handcuffs, and a banner 
that reads, “In Tribute To Those In The Line 
of Duty.” An American flag and an image of 
St. Michael the Archangel, Patron Saint of 
Police, embellish this commemorative lever 
action rifle. Henry offers Firefighter, Farmer, 
Trucker, and Military Service Tribute edi- 


► Initials personalize any firearm and the Henry’s golden receiver 
causes engraving to stand out well. 
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► The factory-made Henry Law 
Enforcement Tribute includes 
a carved wood stock. 



► The motto “To Protect and Serve” is carved into the Law 
Enforcement Tribute gun’s forearm. 


tion rifles as well. A wood and glass display 
case further enhances the presentation of 
these great-looking lever action rifles. 

IVe always liked lever action rifles. I’m 
partial to Marlins and have owned a .22 
caliber Model 39 for well over two decades. 
When the Henry Goldenboy first came out, 
I wanted one badly. But, I couldn’t ratio¬ 
nalize owning two lever actions chambered 
for the .22 long rifle cartridge. Then Henry 
released a version of the Goldenboy cham¬ 
bered for the . 17 Hornady Magnum Rim- 
fire. My needed rationale materialized and 
my quandary was solved! 

I purchased a new Henry in . 17 HMR and 
found its action to be light and smooth as the 
lever traverses its trajectory. The classic gold 
bead front sight and semi-buckhorn rear sight 
line up as naturally today as they did well 
over 140 years ago. The Goldenboy loads by 
first untwisting the tubular magazine under 
the barrel and pulling it forward. Cartridges 
are dropped in the opening while holding 
the rifle upside down with its muzzle pointed 
up at an angle. Each round slips down the 
magazine tube, which holds 16 .22lr, 12 .22 
Magnum, or .17 HMR cartridges. 

The 20-inch octagon barrel is deeply 
blued and matched well to its walnut stock. 
The rifle feels well balanced when hefted, 
despite its somewhat heavy barrel (due to 
its tiny .17-caliber rim fire bore) lending to 
the lever action’s 6.73-pound weight. Large 
loop levers and scope mounts are available 
as accessories. I mounted a high-power var¬ 
mint scope on my .17 HMR version and 
was able to keep 10 shots inside a quarter 
at 100 yards as long as the wind wasn’t too 



► Adding your last name 
to the brass butt plate 
creates a family heirloom. 


brisk (the bullets only weigh 17 grains each). 

Speaking of quarters, my daughter Lauren 
had a blast shooting the Henry with coins 
taped to the center bullseye of a paper tar¬ 
get. The .17 HMR bullets punch through 
a coin like it was made of paper, leaving a 
very clean hole. I brought my Henry to an 
outdoor range during a practice day and ev¬ 
eryone was lined up to shoot a hole through 
the coins they had in their pocket. 

Henry lever action rifles are known for 
jam-free operation and mine has been an ex¬ 
emplary example. The Goldenboy in all of its 
variations is a strikingly handsome rifle that 
any firearms owner would enjoy. It’s a shame 



► The Henry Law 
Enforcement Tribute 
lever action .22 is finely 
engraved with several 
police motifs. 


the tradition of placing a rifle over the fire¬ 
place mantle is frowned upon these days. The 
Henry is too striking and too much fun to 
shoot to secure it away in a safe. It will need 
to come out for range time often. 

As a tribute to a fellow police officer re¬ 
tiring from a specialized position or at the 
culmination of a long career, the Henry 
Goldenboy Law Enforcement Tribute or 
with a custom engraved receiver would be a 
tribute most certainly appreciated. Not only 
would the Henry be appreciated, but taken 
out and fired as well. You can’t do that with 
a clock or a shadow box. PM 

Steve Tracy has over two and a half decades 
experience as a police officer and firearms instructor. 
He is also a tactical rifle, use of force, less-lethal, and 
scenario based training police instructor He can be 
reached at steventracy@hendonpub.com. 

Post your comments on this story ^ 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 
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A COMFORTABLE AND USEFUL SLING FOR ALL-DAY USE 

BY 6E0RGE T. WILLIAMS 


SUMMARY 

Sly Tactical’s Quick Conversion Sling 
has a series of adjustments to fit 
your body. Quick transitions from 
a single-point sling to two-point 
sling permits a rock-solid hold for 
distance shots. Switching back and 
forth between both configurations 
was without a hitch once the system 
was learned. 

MORE INFORMATION 

www.slytactical.com 


► The author using the 
Sly Tactical QCS sling 
while teaching at the 
IALEFI Regional Training 
Conference in Bend, 
Ore., 2014. Note the 
wide padding of the 
sling at the shoulder 
and base of the neck. 



28 The Police Marksman Summer 2015 


www.policemarksman.com 



























































► BULLSEYE: SLY TACTICAL QUICK CONVERSION SLING 


I ’VE BEEN A SINGLE-POINT CARBINE 
SLING GUY SINCE I BEGAN SHOOTING 
WITH EQUIPMENT ON MY BELT AND A 
PLATE CARRIER. FRANKLY. I GOT TIRED OF 
MY TWO-POINT SLING HANGING UP ON MY 
GEAR IN WHAT COULD SOMEDAY BE A LIFE- 
THREATENING SNAG. A SINGLE POINT SYSTEM 
SOLVED SOME PROBLEMS FOR ME: A QUICK 
RESPONSE WITHOUT HANGING UP ON GEAR, 
THE ABILITY TO EASILY MOVE THE WEAPON 
ON AND OFF THE SHOULDER AND TO CRAWL 
OVER AND THROUGH OBSTACLES, SWITCHING 
SHOULDERS, DIFFERENT POSITIONS, ETC. NOT 
SO GREAT IS WHAT TO DO WITH THE WEAPON 
WHEN YOU NEED YOUR HANDS FREE, WHETHER 
IT’S TO ASSIST IN CUFFING A SUSPECT OR 
FOR SOME OTHER TASK. ALSO, HAVING TO 
PREVENT THE RIFLE FROM BOUNCING AROUND 
INTO YOUR KNEES AND PRIVATE PARTS WHILE 
WALKING AROUND IN “SAFE AND HANG MODE” 
CAN GET OLD. 

A new, 100-percent USA made, patent- 
pending product from Sly Tactical solves 
a lot of problems for the professional who 
operates with his/her carbine in the field. It 
easily and securely transitions from hands¬ 
free, two-point carry to tactical single-point 
use, then to a secure and highly stable two- 
point, distance-shooting mode very quickly. 
Available in black or coyote brown, the 
“Quick Conversion Sling” (QCS) is the best 
thought-out, most practical sling I’ve used to 
date. With the optional added components 
of their machined Front Sling Attachment 
and Rear Sling Attachment to maximize the 
benefits of both the single and the two-point 
sling, using a sling has never been easier or 
more efficient. 


QUICK CONVERSION SLING. This is the most 
comfortable sling I’ve ever used. Period. The 
strap is padded, encased by a 2-inch-wide 
Mil-Spec nylon strapping that protects the 
neck and spreads the weight of the weapon 
over a larger surface. In fact, everything 
about the sling is Mil-Spec, right down to 
the USA-made thread used to ensure the 
sling is securely stitched. 

The sling is adjustable two ways: Gross 
fit and situational fit. The sling has a series 
of adjustments permitting you to adjust the 
sling to fit your body. A unique “T-handle” 
adjustment tool provides for quick and easy 
adjustment for the situation in which you 



► Master Trainer Thomas V. 
Benge using a Sly Tactical 
QCS sling in a two-point 
configuration teaching 
at the IALEFI Regional 
Training Conference in 
Bend, Ore., 2014. 


find yourself. Unlike any sling adjustment 
I’ve ever tried, the T-handle glides easily fore 
or aft, lengthening or shortening the sling 
as necessary. When the T-handle is forward 
near your weapon’s forend, you have more 
slack; moving it back toward your body 
tightens it. 

A proprietary, patent-pending thumb tab 
on HK-style snap hooks and a custom alu¬ 
minum, hard-anodized single-point buckle 
make the transitions simple. Hooking into 
the single-point buckle when transitioning 
to a single-point sling was a bit difficult 
until it was pointed out that if you move 
the weapon forward a bit (pulling the sling 
with it), the single-point buckle moves as 
well and is easier to snap to. A smart system 
can’t cure stupid, but I finally proved able to 



► The author using 
a Sly Tactical QCS 
sling in a single-point 
configuration teaching 
at the IALEFI Regional 
Training Conference in 
Bend, Ore., 2014. 


learn and now there’s no hitch at all when 
transitioning back and forth between the 
two configurations. That thumb tab, by the 
way, keeps your gloved hand or fingers out 
of the hook’s gate and provides a quick tac¬ 
tile reference to the hook in darkened condi¬ 
tions with less fumbling than other styles of 
snap hooks. 

The beauty of this system is that after 10 
or so minutes of trying it out, adjusting here 
and there, I was able to transition quickly to 
an extremely useful single-point sling, then 
to a two-point sling that permitted me to 
shoulder the weapon into a rock-solid sling 
hold for distance shots. When I needed 
more slack for different positions, the T- 
handle instantly and easily gave it to me. 
Did I say easy? It was easy. 
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► The Sly Tactical Rear 
Sling Attachment with 
the vertical ring bolted 
immediately to the rear 
of the receiver extension 
nut with the snap hook 
and sling attached. 


Wearing the weapon slung almost all day 
for several days did not cause the usual chaf¬ 
ing on my neck and the inevitable aching 
neck and shoulder was dramatically lessened. 
For all but some cops or infantry military 
personnel who are forced to sling a shoulder 
weapon for extended periods, the typical hour 
or two of wearing the slung weapon in the 
field has, at most, minimal residual felt ef¬ 
fects. Additionally, there is a Mil-Spec quick- 
release buckle letting you separate the weapon 
system while keeping the sling in place. If in 
a vehicle or undercover/plainclothes, this per¬ 
mits a rapid sling-up when you need to while 
deploying from the car or van. 

ATTACHMENTS. Sly Tactical’s Front and Rear 
Sling Attachments are without peer. Both 
are precision machined from T6 aluminum. 
The Front Sling Attachment secures to your 
rails. As a right-handed shooter, I chose to 
put it on the left side at the very front of my 
quad-rail. This configuration permits me to 
rapidly attach (into a two-point configura¬ 
tion) or remove the sling (transitioning to a 
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► The Sly Tactical Front Sling Attachment with the snap hook and 
thumb attachment connected. 




ft ■ 

i 141 



1 1 I 




► The Sly Tactical Front Sling Attachment attaches to the forearm 
quad-rails for proper two-point sling positioning. 


single-point carry) with little or no twisting 
of my weapon while attempting to align the 
hook. It is designed to facilitate the carry of 
the weapon and there is just not the usual 
twisting of the sling that most sling attach¬ 
ments cause. The Sly Tactical ergonomically 
improved snap hooks make this easy. 


THE REAR SLING. Attachment bolts on securely 
immediately to the rear of the receiver exten¬ 
sion nut. Adding only 0.5 ounces to your 
weapon, its large attachment loop is vertical 
and quiet, with no moving ring to disturb 
your noise discipline while moving. With 
the quick-release heavy-duty buckle, there 
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► BULLSEYE: SLY TACTICAL QUICK CONVERSION SLING 



► The Sly Tactical Rear 
Sling Attachment with 
the vertical ring bolted 
immediately to the rear of 
the receiver extension nut. 


is really no reason to be detaching the sling 
from the weapon. This is a click-it-and-for- 
get-it feature that is extremely convenient. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE. The guys at Sly Tactical 
stand by their products. Retired armed profes¬ 
sionals themselves, they understand the needs 
of those who carry and employ firearms for a 
living. You’re a big man and need a sling com¬ 
mensurate with your size? It’ll be in the mail to 
you. Have a question? Give them a call. This 
is a company that asks for all of your feedback 
and suggestions because they are dedicated to 
keeping you functional in the fight. 

DOWNSIDES. I don’t like writing product re¬ 
views that have no critical comments. But 
frankly, if you need a sling and attachment 
system, I’ve found no downside with Sly 
Tactical’s offerings. 

Perhaps the only negative might be the 
perception of its cost. With the Quick Con¬ 
version Sling’s MSRP listed at $89.95, the 
Rear Sling Attachment at $74.95, and the 
Front Sling Attachment at $47.95, some 
might gulp at the price. The QCS absolutely 
will work with your existing attachments, 
but the Sly Tactical Attachments really opti¬ 
mize the system. While it is not always true 
that you get what you pay for, and that is 
far too common with rifle slings if that box 
full of old, less-than-useful slings in my base¬ 
ment is any indicator. In this case, the cost 
is off-set by the utility, efficiency of use, and 
the comfort of the sling. Each of these prod¬ 
ucts is extremely well finished using only the 
best materials and craftsmanship and will 
stand up to extreme use. Sly Tactical offers 



► The Sly Tactical QCS sling attached to a weapon in a two-point 
configuration. 



► The Sly Tactical QCS sling attached to a weapon in a single-point 
configuration. 


law enforcement and military discounts. 

This is a sling I can confidently recom¬ 
mend. Heck, it’s even convinced me of the 
need, convenience, and advantage for a two- 
point sling, at least sometimes. And that’s 
saying something. Add to this the comfort 
and built-in efficiency, and I may never own 

another brand’s sling again. PM 

George T. Williams is the Director of Training for 
Cutting Edge Training in Bellingham, Wash. He has 
been a Police Training Specialist for more than three 
decades, as well as an expert witness in federal 
and state courts nationwide and a widely published 
author for more than two decades. Mr. Williams 
develops and presents revolutionary concepts 
within integrated force training solutions through 
a problem-solving format, functionalizing police 
skills and tactical training. He may be contacted at 
gtwilliams@cuttingedgetraining.org. 



► The ease of access of the 
Single Point Attachment 
Buckle facilitates the rapid 
transition of the QCS sling 
from the two-point sling 
configuration into the 
single-point arrangement 
for tactical situations. 


Post your comments on this story 
QyJ by visiting www.policemarksman.com 
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► BULLSEYE: DC HOLSTERS 


- 


* SUMMARY 

Combination leather and kydex IWB 
holsters help spread out the weight 
of a pistol for comfortable concealed 
carry. The Deep Cover holsters were 
found to work exceedingly well 
accomplishing both objectives. The 
DC holster system is also easy to 
put on and take off without making a 
production out of redressing yourself. 

MORE INFORMATION 

http://www.dcholsters.com/ 


^^1 George T. Williams is the Director of 
JJJ Training for Cutting Edge Training in 
Bellingham, Wash. He has been a Police Training 
Specialist for more than three decades, as well 
as an expert witness in federal and state courts 
nationwide and a widely published author for 
more than two decades. Mr. Williams develops 
and presents revolutionary concepts within in¬ 
tegrated force training solutions through a prob¬ 
lem-solving format, functionalizing police skills 
and tactical training. He may be contacted at 
gtwilliams@cuttingedgetraining.org. 


I T’S OFTEN EASY TO PICK OUT THE OFF 
DUTY COP WHO IS CARRYING: HE’S THE 
CLEAN-CUT GUY WITH AN UNTUCKED 
BUTTON-DOWN SHIRT OVER A TUCKED IN 
T-SHIRT. OR HE’S THAT GUY CARRYING THE 
BALLISTIC NYLON MAN-PURSE IN COYOTE 
TAN OVER HIS SHOULDER. ALTHOUGH 
CONCEALED CARRY IS SLOWER IN A QUICK 
DRAW SITUATION. IT MAY PROVIDE YOU 
WITH A LEVEL OF SURPRISE YOU MAY NEED 
IN ORDER TO GAIN A SURVIVABLE EDGE. TO 
AVOID SIGNALING THAT YOU’RE A COP (WITH 
YOUR UNTUCKED SHIRT OR THAT BALLISTIC 
NYLON BAG], AN INSIDE-THE-WAISTBAND 
(IWB) “TUCKABLE” HOLSTER CAN BE THE 
ANSWER, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU'RE ABLE 
TO TUCK YOUR SHIRT OVER IT. A TUCKABLE 
HOLSTER IS INVALUABLE BY PROVIDING A 
HIGHER LEVEL OF CONCEALMENT WHILE ALSO 
REASONABLY PROVIDING ACCESS TO THE 
WEAPON IN TIMELY MANNER. 




< 






► The DC Holster is designed to meet the needs of concealing any sized 
handgun. In this case, a left-handed holster for a Walther P99. 


I was first introduced to DC (Deep Con¬ 
cealment) Holsters over two years ago. A 
marriage of high-quality leather and molded 
kydex, the leather protects your skin while 
the kydex is form-fitted to each weapon. This 
makes for a lightweight and very durable 
holster. A custom-designed belt clip is at¬ 
tached to the kydex, providing a very secure 
attachment to the belt. It can even go under 
the belt to provide even deeper concealment 
without having to wear a lot of leather to 
accommodate the belt clip(s). It is inten¬ 
tionally designed to tuck your shirt(s) over 
it, increasing its concealability. Daily carry of 
full-size handguns, e.g., Glock 17, 22, 21, or 
a 1911 Operator TRP with my shirt tucked 
in over and around it actually achieves a sur¬ 
prising degree of concealment. 

Anyone who has ever carried a handgun 
off-duty, especially inside-the-waistband to 
maximize its concealment, knows that it can 
be a pain. Not just bothersome or uncomfort¬ 
able, but it can actually cause real pain in your 
back and hip from the weapon itself, scraping 
your bare skin raw (hence, the typical T-shirt 
between the skin and grip), sharp or protrud¬ 
ing pieces of metal, or just your belt pressing 


the bulk of the handgun into the muscular of 
your hip. Carrying any firearm for hours at a 
time is generally, at best, uncomfortable. 

Some but definitely not all of this is part of 
carrying a handgun. However, the DC Hol¬ 
ster fixes most of these problems and is the 
most comfortable IWB I’ve ever worn. The 
leather backing that, once it breaks in, molds 
to your body (Is that part of my body actually 
shaped like that?), preventing the pinching of 
the skin when gaining your grip. The leather 
also protects your skin from sharp edges, 
checkering, or texturing on the weapon. 

The DC Holster carries the handgun low 
in the waistband, assisting with concealment. 
The form-fitted kydex, unique to each hand¬ 
gun model, retains the weapon with a satis¬ 
fying click as the handgun is inserted. That 
retention can be modified by using a heat 
gun to slightly heat the kydex, using a fin¬ 
ger to press the kydex down into the trigger 
guard and ejection port—the pressure reten¬ 
tion points of the holster. If the retention is 
too tight, the kydex can be heated, loosening 
it. The holster remains open after the draw, 
facilitating reholstering the weapon with less 
need to fumble or look. Simply reverse the 
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DC HOLSTERS 




► A smaller frame Glock and matching DC Holster. 
Notice the form of the kydex at the trigger guard, 
where the kydex will act to retain the weapon through 
friction at the trigger guard and ejection port. 


process of drawing with the non-gun hand, 
clearing any obstructing clothing and then 
insert the weapon into the holster, ensuring 
you don’t muzzle any of your body parts. 

Donning and doffing an IWB holster is 
usually a hassle. Loops and multiple clips 
often require taking off the belt. The DC 
Holster with its single clip is easy to put in¬ 
side the waistband, simply by loosening the 
belt. Removing the holster is easy as well. 
At the same time, I’ve never had the holster 
come out with the handgun during a draw. 
The handgun is secure during most physical 
activity, but has no retention devices to dis¬ 
courage a suspect from attempting to disarm 
you. That said, the nature of the IWB and 
positioning of the torso, especially with your 
shirt tucked in over it, will at least slow the 
suspect’s ability to get ahold of your weapon. 
Hopefully this will allow time to orient to 
the problem, triggering your trip-wire re¬ 
sponse of striking then pressing the hand¬ 


gun’s grip (and the suspect’s hand) into your 
body. At that point, it’s up to you to keep 
your handgun, just like every retention, from 
a holster. 

The bottom line for each version of DC 
Holster I’ve used—every time I leave the 
house—is it’s the most comfortable IWB 
holster I’ve worn to date. At $60.00 MSRP 
(law enforcement discounts are available), 
this extremely durable holster is everything 
you’ll need in an IWB style. It does nothing 
about the weight of the handgun you’re car¬ 
rying, or the fact that it is a piece of oddly 
shaped metal and/or plastic that is designed 
for shooting rather than wearing. What it 
will do is provide a highly concealable, fairly 
secure IWB holster that is easy to draw from 
and re-holster and is as comfortable as an 
IWB holster can get. PM 

Post your comments on this story T 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 



► All of the components of the 
DC Holster are top-quality. 

The leather backing will 
eventually mold to your 
body and protects your skin 
from the hard, sharp parts 
of the pistol. The kydex 
perfectly fits your weapon 
and is permanently riveted 
to the leather backing. The 
custom-designed retention 
clip for your belt, or for more 
concealability, your waistband 
under your belt is attached to 
the holster, making it easier 
to doff and don. The clip 
also permits your shirt to be 
tucked into the waistband for 
a more natural concealability. 
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“SALUTING THOSE 
WHO PROTECT 
AND SERVE” 




THE LAW ENFORCEMENT TRIBUTE EDITION 


HENRY GOLDEN BOY 
CALIBER .22LR 



We’re proud to offer this hand-crafted 
rifle to honor our Law Enforcement heroes. To see 
more of this tribute rifle and the entire line of Henry products please order 
a free catalog today at www.henryrifles.com/lawenforcement or call 800-845-6053. 
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CONCEALMENT 


CUSTOM MOLDED KYDEX® HOLSTERS 
FOR CONCEALMENT OR RANGE USE 


SUMMARY 

A lot goes into custom forming a 
Kydex® holster that will stand up to 
the elements for many years. The 
hands-on artistry that crafts each 
individual holster is impressive. Black 
Rhino Concealment doesn’t stamp out 
hundreds of holsters at a time. Instead, 
they’re hand made one a time with 
an attention to detail that produces a 
quality product. 

MORE INFORMATION 

www.blackrhinoconcealment.com 


Steve Tracy has over two and 
EhI 3 half decades experience as a 
police officer and firearms instructor. 
He is also a tactical rifle, use of force, 
less-lethal, and scenario-based training 
police instructor. He can be reached at 
steventracy@hendonpub.com. 



B lue steel, walnut handles, and 

TANNED LEATHER MAKE ME HAPPY. 
DESPITE MY AFFINITY FOR POLISHED 
DLUE OR GLIMMERING NICKEL-PLATED STEEL 
FRAMES, SLACK POLYMER IS HERE TO STAY. 
STRIKER-FIRED SEMI AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
MAY NOT CARRY THE PANACHE OF THE 
CLASSIC PISTOLS AHD REVOLVERS MADE OF 
IRON AND CARRON, RUT IT'S HARD TO ARGUE 
AGAIHST THE RELIABLE FUHCTION OF TODAY’S 
SYH1HETIC HANDGUNS. 

The wondrous aroma of a newly crafted, 
fine leather holster matches up nicely with 
one of those blued steel guns. The artistry of 
tooled leather, quality stitching, and a hand 
boned fit is easily appreciated. Leather works 
just fine for holstering a plastic framed pis¬ 
tol, but Kydex® seems to match up more 
naturally with modern pistols. 

Polymer, plastic, or Kydex® has become 
popular for holster use due to its inherit at¬ 
tributes. Kydex® is a thermoplastic acrylic- 
polyvinyl chloride produced in sheet form. 
It’s waterproof, scratch resistant, has low 
friction, and will hold its shape instead of 
stretching or shrinking. 
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► BULLSEYE: BUCK RHINO CONCEALMENT 



► Kydex® is available in numerous colors 
and finishes. The author chose a woven ► After the pistol is traced on the Kydex®, 

carbon fiber look. the material is hand cut to its rough form. 




► The actual pistol has a section of wood 
taped to the top of the slide to form the 
sight channel and a square section is 
added to form a mount for the IWB clip. 



► The Kydex® is heated until it obtains the 
consistency of a wet noodle. 


Black Rhino Concealment is a veteran owned and operated com¬ 
pany that hand forms concealment and hip holsters that are 100 
percent made in the USA. Their factory is located in Gilberts, Ill., 
but they also have a mobile trailer capable of traveling and setting up 
to custom make holsters on the spot. 

My personal S&W Shield is equipped with Truglo night sights 
and a Crimson Trace laser. It requires a more specialized holster than 
those commonly available off the shelf Black Rhino Concealment 


was able to custom thermoform an inside waistband (IWB) Kydex® 
holster for my Shield, while I waited at their mobile trailer. 

Observing the creative process gave me a newfound appreciation 
for the handiwork and quality that goes into making one of these 
holsters. I requested a right-hand holster with a sweat shield to keep 
the S&W’s slide away from the body. I also wanted the polymer belt 
clip to be a straight drop instead of canted. Black Rhino can place 
the belt clip at any angle the customer desires. 
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Kydex® is available in numerous colors and finishes. Pink has given 
way to the popular purple for many female holster wearers. Kryptek™ 
camouflage patterns are trendy and many of their various versions 
were on hand in rectangular sheets. Instead of basic black, I chose the 
three-dimensional look of woven carbon fiber. Black Rhino uses only 
.08 thick, factory first-run material directly from Kydex®. 

Rob took my order for their Concealed Carry System (CCS - 
$59.99) and I watched as John and James turned a sheet of fancy 
black plastic into a top-quality holster, backed by a lifetime war¬ 
ranty. The first step was to cut the Kydex® sheet to size for my Smith 
& Wesson. An M&P Pro with 5-inch barrel needs more material to 
start with than my Shield and a .380 Bodyguard needs much less. 

The pistol (or a perfect replica of exact size) is then wrapped in 
non-marring blue tape that secures a section of wood in between 
the front and rear sights on top of the slide to aid in the formation 
of the holster’s sight channel. A square-shaped insert is also used to 
accommodate the attachment of the plastic belt clip. The Kydex® 
is then placed in a heating press and brought to a temperature that 
gives it the consistency of a warm, wet noodle. It is then wrapped 
around the pistol and placed in between two pieces of conforming 
foam and clamped down...hard. This molds the Kydex® perfectly 
to the pistol’s contours. 

After molding and cooling, a hole is drilled and a plastic rivet in¬ 
stalled under the muzzle area to secure the folded Kydex®. The artistry 
of trimming away extra material with a rotary tool gives the holster 
its proper shape. A belt sander and various buffing wheels provide the 
finishing touches that result in a high-quality, custom holster. 

In addition to the holster, smaller sections of leftover Kydex® 


are used to make a Trigger Guard Holster (TGH - $24.99) with 
a length of cord tied through a reinforced hole under the muzzle. 
This smaller cover protects a striker-fired pistol’s trigger from being 
pulled. Placing a pistol inside the waistband without a holster pro¬ 
vides the lowest profile carry possible. However, it gives peace of 
mind that the trigger is still covered. The length of cord can be tied 
off to your belt and it will yank the cover off the trigger guard when 
the pistol is drawn. This also works well for female officers carrying 
a striker-fired handgun in a purse. The trigger is still covered so the 
purse’s contents cannot accidentally find their way into the trigger 
guard and inadvertently pull the trigger. 

Black Rhino Concealment stocks commonly requested holsters, 
but they can make a holster to your specifications for virtually any 
handgun of modern manufacture that is commonly used for off- 
duty or undercover police carry. Outside waistband holsters, called 
the Tactical Carry System (TCS - $69.99), can be made to accom¬ 
modate all kinds of tactical weapon lights and lasers from various 
manufacturers (TCSL - $79.99). An IWB conversion kit consisting 
of additional clips is also available for the TCS. 

Seeing the hands-on process from start to finish gave a newfound 
appreciation for the modern artistry of this kind of holster mak¬ 
ing. Turning a sheet of Kydex® into a custom made holster follows 
the same workmanship necessary with leather and even the tools 
used are not that much more modern. Everything is done by hand, 
checked by the human eye, and rechecked for fit and finish as the 
makers run their fingers and palms over the holster’s edges and 
final silhouette. 

The Black Rhino IWB holster wears and carries comfortably and 
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► BULLSEYE: BLACK RHINO CONCEALMENT 



► The carbon fiber look is attractive and the CCS IWB holster 
from Black Rhino Concealment provides outstanding 
function. It carries comfortably and conceals perfectly. 



► The draw from the CCS holster is fast and the flawless 
form fit allows one handed re-holstering. 


discreetly. The draw is fast while also provid¬ 
ing superb retention. Re-holstering of the pis¬ 
tol is intuitive and easily accomplished one 
handed. The carbon fiber look is striking and, 
even though no one else will see it, I appreci¬ 
ate how well its made and how good it looks. 


Its pleasing to see that old world crafts¬ 
manship is alive and well, even if the material 
used is little more than fancy plastic. PM 

Post your comments on this story N 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 
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YDIIR PERSONAL SHD0TIN6 MNGE (T HOME! 


Discover the most advanced 
at home Marksmanship, 
Judgmental and Recreation 
Training software. 

Use your own firearm or 
airsoft safely to build and 
maintain your firearms skills 


t*1 

LASER AMMO 8 

TRAINING TECHNOLOGIES 

www.laser-ammo.com 

516.858.1262 


39 The Police Marksman Summer 2015 


www.policemarksman.com 

















TWO FIRST-AID KITS FOR YOUR FIREARMS RANGE 




SUMMARY 

Scrapes and scratches happen during range 
training all the time. Sharp firearm edges and 
improper grips cause minor abrasions and a 
little bit of blood to flow. A first-aid kit for these 
minor injuries is a common item at police 
ranges. However, a more serious kit to treat a 
gunshot wound until paramedics arrive should 
be mandatory as well. Many ranges are far 
out in the sticks to insulate against noise and 
flying bullets. These ranges are often difficult to 
find, even when you’ve been there dozens of 
times. Be sure an injury can be stabilized until 
professional medical help arrives. 





► Bullets and Band-Aids® often come together during range training, hopefully resulting in 
just minor injuries. 
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► BULLSEYE: BULLETS & BAND-AIDS® (& TOURNIQUETS) 



■fFWSt UB* \ 

► Several excellent DVDs can provide real-world training to officers 
when it conies to treating a gunshot wound on the range until 
paramedics arrive. 



O VER THE COURSE OF THE PAST 37 
YEARS, I’VE FOUND MYSELF AT A 
MYRIAD OF SHOOTING RANGES. THEY 
HAVE REEN AS SIMPLE AS A SMALL FIELD WITH 
A DIRT MOUND RERM AND AS ELABORATE AS 
A MASSIVE INDOOR RANGE WITH ADJUSTABLE 
LIGHTING AND TURNING/MOVING TARGETS. 
REGARDLESS OF THE SIZE OR CAPABILITY OF 
YOUR FIREARMS TRAINING FACILITY, THE ONE 
THING THAT YOU MUST HAVE ON HAND IS A 
DECENT FIRST-AID KIT. 

I have two kits at our facility; one is a 
small, general first-aid kit to treat the minor 
injuries that happen often and a dedicated 
Gunshot Wound kit that I’ll get into later. 

Neither of these kits has to be large to be 
effective. Probably the most common injury 
I’ve seen at the range is “slide bite,” especially 
when officers transition from their domi¬ 
nant hand to their non-dominant hand. 
Thankfully, the worst injury we’ve had was 
a piece of a bullet jacket that came back off 
of a steel target and embedded itself in an 
officer’s forearm. 

Ask yourself, “Are the officers of my de¬ 
partment capable of dressing a wound, 
stopping bleeding, or treating for possible 
shock until EMS arrives?” You’re fortunate 
if you have a nice indoor police range lo¬ 
cated in your jurisdiction and in a major 
metropolitan area. However, most ranges 
that I’ve been to are a considerable distance 
from emergency medical services, and most 
are difficult to locate—usually being tucked 
away from the general population due to the 
noise and flying bullets. 

This is where training enters the picture. 
Every officer needs to have some form of 
self-rescue equipment within quick reach 
and they need to know how to use it. When 
there’s a bullet in your leg, it’s certainly not 
the time to read the directions on how to 
apply a C.A.T.® tourniquet! 

Training should include how to apply and 
use the C.A.T. ® tourniquet, how to apply 
a hemostatic agent, how to properly dress a 
wound, and the various locations of pressure 
points. We’re not trying to make officers into 
Paramedics; we’re trying to keep them alive 
until the Paramedics arrive. My department 
incorporated a self-rescue segment into our 
patrol rifle certification program. During 
the class, each officer put a C.A.T. ® tour¬ 
niquet on themselves (without tightening), 


first with their dominant hand only and 
then with their non-dominant hand only 
(we have these excellent devices in each of 
the self-rescue kits in all of our patrol cars). 
Then we went over each piece of equipment 
in the self-rescue kits in the patrol cars. In¬ 
struction was provided to describe in detail 
what they are for, what they can do, what 
they cannot do, and how to use them. 

DESIGNATED GDNSHOIWODND KIT 

The designated gunshot wound kit at my 
department’s range has only the items that 
may be needed to control the bleeding of a 
gunshot wound and nothing else, no Band- 
Aids®, no alcohol pads, nothing unneces¬ 
sary. It has a pair of EMT shears to cut away 
clothing, a hemostatic agent, some 4”X4” 
gauze pads, a “Bloodstopper®” bandage, 
a gauze roll, and a C.A.T. tourniquet. It’s 
simple and small, but effective. 

It is fortunate that the Ohio Peace Offi¬ 
cer Training Academy (OPOTA) offers two 
classes along these lines: “ Range Medical 


Emergencies and the Firearms Instructor ” and 
“ Self-Aid and Buddy-Aid. ” Your training for 
your officers doesn’t have to be that formal. 
As an addendum to the information we gave 
our officers in the Patrol Rifle Certification 
Course, I also mandated that they watch a 
gunshot wound first-aid DVD and counted 
that toward their annual State-mandated 
CPT hours. Your local EMS or hospital 
emergency department may also be willing 
to put on a short course for your officers. 
Any training you can give your officers along 
these lines is better than no training at all. 

One other thing that I haven’t done yet, 
but plan to, is to incorporate this training 
into the firearms training. My plan is to have 
them shoot a portion of a course of fire, take 
cover, apply a C.A.T. ® Tourniquet to them¬ 
selves (not tightened), and then continue 
shooting. I want to instill in them the idea 
that just because they are wounded, they are 
still able to treat themselves, stay in the fight, 
and/or reach a position of cover/safety from 
which they can be rescued. 
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Take a look at your firearms training facil¬ 
ity and ask yourself, “Do I have what’s nec¬ 
essary to treat an injured officer?” Evaluate 
your needs for emergency medical treatment 
and train your officers how to treat bullet 
wounds, and you’ll be prepared in the event 
of an unfortunate, but possible accident. PM 

Mike Burg is a 38-year veteran of the Rittman Police 
Department in Ohio. He has been a Range Officer and 
EMT since 1981 and is a graduate of the FBI National 
Academy-168th Session. 

Post your comments on this story s 

vT '.L.t' by visiting www.policemarksman.com 


◄ A minor first-aid kit and a 
major first-aid kit should both 
be provided at your firearms 
training range. 
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The Police Maiksman is on Facebook. 
Hosted by Editorial Director Steve Tracy. 
Please find us and/or like us! 
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FLEET MANAGERS AND OFFICERS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 
YOUR FLEET DEPARTMENT 


► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 


DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 
ANY OF THE BELOW TOPICS? 




OPERATING COSTS AND BUDGETS 
PARTS AND FUEL MANAGEMENT 

EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT, PURCHASING, DISPOSAL AND CPM 
HOW MANY TECHNICIANS AND SUPPORT STAFF DO YOU NEED? 
WARRANTY MANAGEMENT 
SAFETY AND ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES, AUDITS AND MANAGED COMPETITION 

BEST MAINTENANCE PRACTICES 

MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

TIRE AND TIRE MANAGEMENT QUESTIONS 

BRAKE AND BRAKE MANAGEMENT QUESTIONS 

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION QUESTIONS 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURE QUESTIONS 

JOB OPENINGS 

VIDEO PRODUCT DISPLAYS 




If you are working on any of these issues and would like , 
some help, JOIN POLICE FLEET INSTITUTE (PFI) A 


$25 ANNUAL INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 
$125 ANNUAL FLEET DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP 


PFI IS HERE TO HELP ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS!!! 

GO TO WWW.POLICEFLEETINSTITUTE.COM 
AND CLICK ON JOIN TODAY! 


HOW CAN HELP 









COURSE OF FIRE 
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► Each issue of The Police Marksman will feature a “Course of Fire” that police officers can use for their own 
department’s training. Training courses can be shared and used “as is” or you may wish to modify them as 
needed. If you have a firearms course that has worked well with your own department’s range training, send it to 
us and we’ll pay you $50 if it’s chosen to be shared here. Try to keep the round count at a single box of 50 
rounds for pistol courses as we know today’s ammo budgets are challenging. Courses with movement, cover, 
shields, low light, etc. are beneficial to all police officers, so follow the standard instructional format like 
this issue’s course and e-mail it to us at steven1racy@hendonpub.com. 


REQUIRED ITEMS AND MATERIALS: 

1. Duty handgun, extra magazines, and duty belt/holster. 

2. Police Tourniquet 

3. Silhouette targets with 8 Vi ” x 14” center mass. All rounds 
will be fired at center mass. 

4. Some type of cover to utilize on the range (trash barrel or just 
a false wall to simulate). 

5. Total of 40 rounds 

INSTRUCTIONAL GOAL: 

To perform real-world scenarios, sustaining injury, applying tour¬ 
niquet, and continuing to fight and shoot back. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: 

This drill will put officers through lifelike scenarios to simulate ap¬ 
plying a tourniquet to save their own lives while also shooting back. 

LESSON PLAN: 

1. Introduction 

A. Introduce self. 

B. State your qualifications. 

C. Explain course of fire as described in body. 

2. Explain why it’s important to train through the simulated ap¬ 
plication of a tourniquet so if it ever happens for real, officers 
have “been there before” and can fall back on training. 

A. Elandgun might not be holstered when initial use of 
tourniquet is needed (gun was in hand when officer 
was shot). 


B. Always attempt to apply tourniquet from behind 
cover. 

G. Retrieve or unholster firearm once wound is handled 
and return fire. 

BODY: 

A. Course of Fire on the range 

1. At 10-yard line, officer starts in prone position be¬ 
hind cover with loaded handgun on the ground, facing 
downrange. 

2. Officer accesses tourniquet and applies to weak arm. 

3. Officer retrieves handgun and fires five rounds, strong 
hand only at center mass of target. 

4. Officer holsters handgun, stands up, fires five rounds 
center mass from behind cover. 

5. Repeat steps 1-4 above, but apply tourniquet to strong 
arm and fire weak hand only at center mass of target. 

6. At 15 yard line, repeat steps 1 -4 above, applying tour¬ 
niquet to left leg. 

7. Repeat steps 1-4 above, applying tourniquet to right 
leg. 

8 . Total of 40 rounds fired. 

B. Scoring is Pass/Fail, percentage of hits in the center mass area 
(usually 70-75%) 

CONCLUSION 

A. Questions 

B. Thanks PM 




Post your comments on this story 
by visiting www.policemarksman.com 


The Police Marksman’s goal is to make your job both safer 
and easier by providing you with up-to-date topics by 
LE professionals you can really use. For an e-mail notification 
when new issues are available, please subscribe today. 
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0 SUM MARY 

It’s first all about bullet placement. 
But bullet performance is still of 
concern. Technology marches 
forward and consideration needs to 
be given to the new high-velocity, 
lightweight projectiles currently 
offered. Expansion, hydrostatic 
shock, and penetration are all 
important. So is recoil management 
Liberty’s Civil Defense monolithic 
copper hollowpoints deliver high 
velocity, expansion, and penetration 
with less recoil. Skeptical? We’re 
cops, so of course we are. That’s 
why we tested it ourselves. 


BY STEVE TRACY 


MORE INFORMATION 
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► All of the Liberty Civil Defense bullets penetrated the car door 
and impacted the target standing behind. 
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SIGHTING IN ON 1 UBERTY AMMUNITION 


a recent sale and conducted some velocity 
tests on my own. 

Scientific ballistics tests often utilize test 
barrels under extremely controlled labora¬ 
tory conditions. Being a cop and not a sci¬ 
entist, my test barrels are actual firearms, and 
I just have a local range instead of a lab. Oh, 
and I don’t have a lab coat either. 


VELOCITY 

To confirm Liberty’s velocity claims, I 
loaded up a Walther PPQ M2 9mm pis¬ 
tol sporting a 5-inch barrel with one of the 
newest law-enforcement duty rounds made 
of traditional copper jacketed lead. It’s a hol- 
lowpoint with a polymer tip to aid in con¬ 
sistent expansion and is advertised and sold 



► Liberty Ammunition’s Civil Defense line of monolithic copper, 
nickel-plated cartridges is available in .380 ACP, .38 Special, 
.357 Magnum, 9mm Luger, .40 S&W, 10mm, .45 ACP, .45 Long 
Colt, and .223 Remington. 



► The 9mm Liberty round entered the gel and caused a 
spectacular hydrostatic shock wound channel that was 1 Vi 
inches wide and 3 inches long. Eight petals of the hollowpoint 
separated to form eight more wound channels and the solid 
core penetrated 10 inches into the gel. The bullet moves so fast 
that it ignites the gel, causing the dark appearance. 


as a police duty round. Firing five rounds of 
this 135-grain 9mm through the screens of 
the chronograph revealed an average velocity 
of 1082 fps. 

A second magazine containing five rounds 
of Liberty’s Civil Defense 9mm 50-grain bul¬ 
lets resulted in an average velocity of 2265 
fps. The speed of the Civil Defense rounds 
is quite high and attributable to the bullet’s 
lighter weight. While the numeric readout 
on the chronograph is impressive, so is the 
recoil. There was noticeably less recoil with 
the Liberty 9mm cartridges. To compare the 
felt recoil as much as possible, rounds of the 
135-grain lead rounds were alternated in a 
magazine with Liberty’s 50-grain rounds. 
Firing them offhand from a two-handed 
hold, the difference was obvious. The Liberty 
bullets delivered much less felt recoil, mean¬ 
ing faster follow-up shots would be possible 
since the muzzle flip was less. 

The lead bullet weights most commonly 
encountered in the 9mm Luger cartridge are 
115, 124, and 147 grains. Liberty’s 50-grain 
projectile weighs less than half of the stan¬ 
dard 9mm’s lightest bullet. Again, cops are 
even more skeptical than the layman. The 
9mm vs. .45 ACP and heavy vs. light bullet 
arguments have gone on for decades. Car¬ 
rying 51 rounds of 9mm in magazines on 
your duty belt (a Glock 17 with 17-round 
magazines) at 124 grains each compared to 
Liberty’s 50-grain each bullets is a consider¬ 
able weight savings. The same goes for .45 
caliber bullets and just having officers hold 
a box of 20 rounds of Liberty in their palm 
compared to a similar box of lead bullets 
proves the difference. 

Pretty much anyone who claims to be rea¬ 
sonable understands that bullet placement is 
the all-important factor in stopping a threat 
as quickly as possible. With this in mind, 
there are still those who cannot get past how 
light the Liberty bullet is. Wound cavities, 
penetration, and bullet weight retention all 
come into play when discussing ballistics. 

There are those who desire a bullet’s ability 
to penetrate (whether it be walls, steel, glass, 
etc.) and there are those who desire a bullet’s 
ability to create hydrostatic shock and trans¬ 
fer all of its energy without exiting the target. 
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► SIGHTING IN ON: LIBERTY AMMUNITION 


There are those who believe in only one or the 
other and some who believe in both. Neither 
of these matter much if you shoot someone 
in the calf. Cartridges for police duty use 
are often focused on penetration since we’re 
around vehicles so much during the course 
of performing our jobs. Self defense, off-duty 
cartridges are often more focused on initial 
tissue and organ damage without as much 
concern for penetration. 

FBI PROTOCOL 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Pene¬ 
tration Test protocol for handgun cartridges 
consists of firing bullets into bare gelatin and 
through clothing, steel (car door type), wall- 
board (drywall), plywood, and automobile 
glass. These are the standard tests conducted 
by the agency and by ammunition manufac¬ 
turers under scientific conditions. 

At a Tas Vegas SHOT Show range event, 
I reached out to Liberty’s representative to 
inquire about The Police Marksman con¬ 
ducting a test of Liberty’s Civil Defense 



► A local officer inspects 
the gel block after 
witnessing several 
different rounds for 
comparison. 



► Test firing the 9mm 50-grain Civil Defense round into bare 
ballistic gelatin. 



► A common, police-oriented 147-grain lead 9mm bullet 
(bottom) penetrated 14 Vz inches but did not create a 
dramatic wound channel. Another 135-grain lead 9mm also 
oriented for police use penetrated out the back of the entire 
16-inch gel block and was recovered in the berm. Its wound 
channel was not as impressive as the Liberty 9mm’s. 
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► .380, .38, .357, .40 S&W, 9mm, .45 ACP, 10mm, .45 Colt, and 
.223 all penetrated the windshield cleanly. Even the .380 ACP 
Civil Defense round fired from a tiny S&W Bodyguard went 
through the windshield. 



► Liberty’s Civil Defense bullets are moving so fast, they punch 
through automobile windshield glass and their point of aim 
equals their point of impact. 


ammo. I advised him that I had a friend’s 
Jeep Wrangler windshield (he had it re¬ 
placed after a small rock cracked it) and that 
the GTR Sporting Club in Waukegan, Ill. 
would allow me to conduct a version of the 
FBI Protocol ballistics test. Liberty agreed 
and soon gelatin, car doors, drywall, and 
plywood were obtained for the test. 

SHOOTING AND TESTING - 
BALLISTIC GEL 

With law enforcement and civilians witness¬ 
ing the various tests, we started with bare 
gelatin. This would be a test of Liberty’s Civil 
Defense ammo, so we didn’t want to get into 
a major comparison of other maker’s rounds, 
as information on them is available elsewhere. 

A 9mm Civil Defense round was fired into 
the center of a gelatin block from 10 feet 
away. It was fired from a Walther PPQ with a 
5-inch barrel. The round entered the gel and 
then it did what it was designed to do after 
traveling just 1.5 inches into the block. The 
copper hollowpoint opened up. The hydro¬ 
static shock created a temporary wound cavity 
approximately 3 inches long and 1.5 inches 
wide. The eight petals of the hollowpoint 
broke off and formed eight different smaller 
wound channels, while the solid bullet core 
penetrated 10 inches before stopping. 

The cavities left in the ballistic gel were 
very dark, almost dirty looking. Liberty 
stated that the 9mm projectile moves so fast 
that it actually ignites the gelatin, causing 
the blackened appearance. Everyone was 
impressed with the Civil Defense 9mm’s 
performance. There are those who call the 
petals that break off “gimmicks.” Looking at 
them inside the clear gel block made them 
look serious. 

Two lead-based hollowpoint 9mm rounds 
were fired into the gel at the same distance 
from the PPQ. The first was a 147-grain 
round and the second was the same 135- 
grain police duty round with a polymer tip 
designed to cause consistent expansion of the 
bullet. The standard round penetrated 14.5 
inches into the gel and expanded as designed. 
However, the wound channel was not very 
impressive, being not much bigger than the 
opened bullet itself. The polymer tip duty 
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► SIGHTING IN ON: LIBERTY AMMUNITION 



round penetrated the entire 16 inches of 
the ballistics gel and was recovered in its 
expanded shape. The wound channel was 
again just slightly more than the expanded 
width of the projectile. 

A paramedic was on hand to observe the 
test and he related that he’s seen plenty 
of “through and through” wounds like 
those caused by the lead bullets. Pressure 
is applied front and rear to the patient and 
they’re taken to the hospital where they’re 
patched up. He pointed at the wound chan¬ 
nel from the Liberty 9mm round and said, 
“Those guys don’t make it to the hospital. 
They usually don’t even make it into the 
ambulance.” 

The gel block was then covered with a 
T-shirt, a dress shirt, and a pair of denim 
jeans. The Liberty 9mm round performed 
exactly the same through this clothing as it 
did in the bare gelatin. 

While not all Civil Defense rounds were 
tested in the gelatin blocks, the .380 ACP 
round was fired from a Smith & Wesson 
Bodyguard with a 2 34-inch barrel. This 
was done out of curiosity because so many 
officers carry the Bodyguard or the Ruger 
LCP that we wanted to see how the Liberty 
.380 performed. The five rounds fired did 
not expand, but rather tumbled through the 
gel until they stopped at around 7.3 inches. 
When recovered, they were pristine, with 
only rifling grooves from the gun’s barrel in 
evidence. When asked, Liberty stated that 
it’s difficult to get a .380 bullet up to enough 
speed from a short barrel like the Body¬ 
guard’s or LCP’s. It’s too bad we didn’t have 
a Walther PPK with a 3.3-inch long barrel to 
see if the .380 would expand like the other 
Liberty rounds. Liberty said they are work¬ 
ing on obtaining better performance out of 
their .380 cartridge for super short barreled 
semi-automatics. 

DRYWALI 

Two pieces of standard drywall were secured 
with 2x4 studs to simulate the typical walls 
inside a home. Civil Defense cartridges were 
fired into the wallboard in .380, .38 Special, 
.337 Magnum, 9mm, .40 S&W, 10mm, 
.45 Long Colt, and .223 out of various fire¬ 


arms chambered to shoot each round. Every 
round passed easily through the walls and 
impacted the target positioned behind. The 
.223 Remington Civil Defense round is an 
all-copper, 5 5-grain hollowpoint. These rifle 
rounds were fired out of an IWI Tavor with 
a 16.5-inch barrel. 

WINDSHIELD GLASS 

The same firearms were used to fire one 
round of each of the Civil Defense car¬ 
tridges through the Jeep windshield, which 
was held at a 45-degree angle and an addi¬ 
tional 11 degrees canted to the side. There 
is never a guarantee when bullets come into 
contact with laminated safety glass wind¬ 
shields. Many lead-based bullets will not re¬ 
liably penetrate windshields and stay intact. 
Bonded bullets will more likely pass through 


a windshield, but are often caused to follow 
a downward trajectory when fired into a ve¬ 
hicle and follow an upward trajectory when 
fired from inside a vehicle. The angle of the 
glass causes all kinds of havoc. 

Liberty’s claim is that their rounds not 
only penetrate windshield glass reliably, but 
they are so fast that the point of aim is also 
their point of impact. I had seen this demon¬ 
strated, but the carnival fraud investigator in 
me wanted to do it myself before I believed 
it. Sure enough, each round punched a clean 
hole through the windshield and impacted 
the target right where it was aimed. Even 
the .380 Civil Defense round went through 
the Wrangler’s laminated glass from the 2 
34-inch barrel of an S&W Bodyguard. Many 
didn’t think the little .380 cartridge could 
do it. A veteran officer with extensive SWAT 
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LIBERTY AMMUNITION 


experience was amazed and impressed with 
the POA-POI impact of the Liberty bullets. 
He said he’d never seen a bullet that wasn’t 
deflected by a vehicle windshield before. 

A gelatin block was placed behind the 
windshield when the 9mm round was fired 
to see how the projectile performed after 
being asked to punch through the tough 
laminated glass. The wound channel was 
not as impressive as before, but the bullet 
did penetrate 7.5 inches. It didn’t come 
apart and flake off its petals. It did take a 
tumble downward in the gel. Obviously, 
bullets lose a significant portion of their abil¬ 
ity to behave as designed when encountering 
laminated automobile glass. But the Liberty 
round, despite its low weight, still did dam¬ 
age and penetrated the gel after smashing 
through the windshield. 

CAR DOOR 

The sheet metal of car doors really isn’t 
all that tough. Each Liberty caliber went 
through the car door and out the other side 
into the target without a hitch. Usually bul¬ 
lets can hit steel gears and other window 
crank and safety features inside of car doors. 
We must have missed all of those because 





the Liberty rounds penetrated easily, includ¬ 
ing the .380 out of the Bodyguard. 

NI0A RECOMMENRED 

The National Tactical Officers Associa¬ 
tion (NTOA) awards an “NTOA Member 
Tested and Recommended” to products that 
receive a rating of 3.0 or higher when tested 
in the field by their law enforcement com¬ 
munity. Liberty’s Civil Defense 9mm Luger 
round received a perfect 5.0 (defined as a 
product that performs at a level above ad¬ 
vertised specifications and demonstrates its 
usefulness and quality of workmanship every 
time it is used and can be used for other pur¬ 
poses) and the NTOA’s Gold award. It is the 
first time any ammunition has received such 
a high rating by the NTOA. 

Whenever a bullet reaches a certain speed, 
there is concern about its ability to penetrate 
common soft police body armor. We were 
not able to test the Civil Defense ammunition 
against body armor. Liberty’s representative 
stated that the tested rounds would not pen¬ 
etrate police body armor. However, individ¬ 
ual officers and departments should consider 
the fact that various handgun calibers (due 
to their bullet design and velocity) and many 



m ■ 


rifle calibers will defeat soft body armor. 

Each police officer with an interest in fire¬ 
arms has an opinion concerning carry ammo 
for duty and off-duty. The officers involved 
and witnessing The Police Marksmans test of 
Liberty’s Civil Defense ammunition all came 
away impressed. The 9mm was the focus of 
the experimentation and that round passed 
every barrier and convinced us of its ability 
to deliver devastating energy and stopping 
power to the closest example of human tis¬ 
sue (the ballistic ordnance gel block) we have 
and through common clothing. 

While some traditional bullets perform 
well in gel, they fail at penetration tests like 
drywall, windshields, and car doors. Oth¬ 
ers penetrate well, but don’t deliver a large 
wound cavity created by hydrostatic shock. 
Most bullets are a compromise in their de¬ 
sign—penetration vs. expansion. After the 
1986 FBI Miami Shootout, penetration 
was deemed most important by that agency. 
Many law enforcement agencies agree with 
that assessment. However, over penetration 
can be a concern for police officers. 

There are also those who do not believe in 
the ability of hydrostatic shock to actually 
cause a person to stop being an immediate 
threat. Striking the balance seemed to be the 
Civil Defense round’s attribute. The hollow- 
point opened and the petals flaked off to cre¬ 
ate an impressive temporary wound cavity. 
The core bullet also penetrated 10 inches. Is 
that deep enough? You and your agency can 
make that decision. 

Regardless of which you believe in more, 
Liberty’s 9mm did everything it was asked to 
do and it did it with less recoil. Liberty Am¬ 
munition’s Civil Defense cartridges launch a 
properly designed and executed lightweight 
projectile at very high speeds. The goal of 
The Police Marksman test of Liberty’s new 
ammo wasn’t to prove or disprove any of 
the theories of ballistic stopping power, but 
rather to verify Liberty’s claims about their 
Civil Defense rounds. Their rounds were 
found to be a functional proposition for law 
enforcement carry, both on and off-duty. PM 

Post your comments on this story N 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 


► The Civil Defense rounds all penetrated double drywall 
simulating an interior wall. Top row: .38,9mm, .380; Middle row: 
.357, .40, .45; Bottom: .223. 
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YOUR #1 SUCCESS 
DRIVEN RESOURCE 


EDUCATION NETWORKING TECHNOLOGY 



LOOKING FOR A JOB IN FLEET? 

We have the most complete fleet jobs. 

Go to PollceFleetlnstltute.Com today! 
AS YOUR #1 POLICE FLEET RESOURCE, 
we have hundreds of fleet jobs listed 
throughout the U.S.A. 
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FEDERAL FUIECONIROL® RUCKSHOT 




0 SUM MARY 

Federal added the Flitecontrol® 
wad to their Premium® Law 
Enforcement buckshot loads. It’s 
essentially a cylindrical plastic cup 
that holds the shot together as it 
leaves the barrel. The rear section 
of the wad opens and the wind 
resistance or “drag” pulls it away 
from the shot. The result is an 
incredibly tight pattern. 

MORE INFORMATION 

www.federalpremium.com 




a 

1 

] J 

J 

/ 



U 

]/ 

n 

a 

m 

l 

i r 

u _ 



TO/MIYM 


PELLETS WITHlR 


► 






► Flitecontrol® buckshot produced a 4.25-inch by 3.25-inch group at 15 yards. 
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► Federal recently added the Flitecontrol® wad to its Law 

Enforcement/Tactical buckshot lineup, resulting in tighter groups 
at farther distances. 
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shirt sleeve and would have undoubtedly 
gone downrange in real life. This all-too- 
common occurrence during qualification and 
training is what caused my original anxiety 
on the issue. To the contrary, the Flitecon- 
trol® pattern kept all pellets well within the 
scoring ring at that distance, grouping about 
3.25-inch by 4.25-inch. 

EXTENDED DANGE 

We concluded that, at 25 yards and beyond, 
there is no real need to test any standard 
buckshot. The standard buckshot barely kept 
all of the pellets on the paper. It measured 
22.25 inches by 16 inches. Only three of the 
pellets landed in the scoring ring. Only five 
of them were on the silhouette, while four of 
them went downrange. That is in no way ac¬ 
ceptable. Not only are stray pellets traveling 
downrange, the ammunition is about half as 
effective as it was at the gun’s muzzle. 

On the other hand, the Flitecontrol® 
buckshot not only stayed on the silhouette 
at 25 yards, but all nine pellets were within 
the scoring ring. In an urban setting, I’d 
have a hard time unleashing standard buck¬ 
shot at that distance. I’d sooner resort to my 
sidearm. After firing Federal’s Flitecontrol®, 
I would not have the same hesitation using 
these shells in my scattergun. 



Distance 

Group Size 

Standard 

7 

4.75”x 4” 

Flitecontrol® 

7 

1.75” x 0.75” 

Standard 

15 

10.25” x 5.5” 

Flitecontrol® 

15 

4.25” x 3.25” 

Standard 

25 

22.25” x 16” 

Flitecontrol® 

25 

9.5” x 3.75” 


THE ANSWED 

There was a time when the only way 
for a cop to get a tighter pattern from his/ 
her shotgun was to pay for an expensive 
modification or to sacrifice his/her ability 
to accurately shoot slugs by using a tighter 
choke tube. With innovations like Federal’s 
Flitecontrol® buckshot, the street officer has 
an economical and simple way to make the 
shotgun an even more effective tool. PM 

Warren Wilson is a Lieutenant with the Enid Police 
Department in Oklahoma. He is a former SWAT team 
member/leader and has been in law enforcement for 
19 years. 

[jjK Post your comments on this story x 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 



► Standard buckshot can 
create uncomfortably 
large patterns at 25 yards. 



► Flitecontrol® wad and 
nine .32 caliber 00 
buckshot copper-plated 
pellets. 


► The Flitecontrol® wad 
holds the buckshot 
together after leaving 
the muzzle, resulting in a 
staggeringly tight pattern. 
Photo courtesy of ATK. 



► The author was anxious 
about the occasional 
buckshot flyer at 15 yards. 
Note the target perforation 
to the far right, which would 
have undoubtedly gone 
downrange in a real-life 
scenario. 
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THIS YLVll AWARD 




TACTICAL RESPONSE AND SDI WANT TO RECOGNIZE 
EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE BY SWAT TEAM LEADERS IN 
THE FORM OF AN AWARD . 

THE COMPETITION IS INTENDED FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL 
WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR DEPLOYING IN THE CAPACITY AS A SWAT 
TEAM LEADER OR TEAM COMMANDER, LE. ? A SUPERVISOR WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE TRAINING AND DEPLOYMENT OF TACTICAL TEAMS, 


* SEND SUBMISSION FORMS AS E-MAIL ENTRIES 
TO ESANOW@HENDONPUB.COM 

* SUBMISSIONS MUST BE 600-750 WORDS 

■ THE SELECTION COMMITTEE WILL SELECT THE 
MOST COMPELLING ENTRY 

* THE ACCOMPLISHMENT MUST BE WITHIN THE 
PAST FEW YEARS 

* THE WINNER WILL BE OUR GUEST AT THE 

A 

3-DAY/2-NIGHT TRIP INCLUDING AIRFARE AND 
HOTEL. 



THE NOMINATED OFFICER OR DEPUTY MUST STILL BE CURRENTLY ACTIVE WITH THE TEAM AND CURRENTLY IN THE 

position of Team Leader or Team Commander. The Team Leader can come from either a full-time or 
PART-TIME TEAM* 

SEND IN YOUR STORY OR NOMINATE YOUR SWAT TEAM LEADER NOW — THE BALLOT IS CURRENTLY OPEN- THE ENTRY 
NOMINATION CAN COME FROM THE TEAM LEADER/TEAM COMMANDER, SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF THE TEAM, OR FROM 
A MEMBER OF THE POLICE/SHERIFF ADMINISTRATION* 

To NOMINATE SOMEONE, SEND THE SUBMISSION AS AN E-MAIL ATTACHMENT TO ES ANOW@HENDONPUBCOM. 

THE THREE FINALISTS WILL BE FEATURED, AND THE WINNER ANNOUNCED, IN THE WINTER 2015 ISSUE OF 

Tactical Response, the Winter 2015 issue of The Police Marksman and the December 2Q15 issue 
of LAW and Order. 




SEMI AUTO PISTOLS: 
TESTING FOR RELIABILITY 




SUMMARY 


Today’s semiautomatic pistols are exceptionally 
well made and dependable, but they require a 
diet of quality ammunition for maximum reli¬ 
ability. Even when high-quality ammunition is 
used, there can be incompatibilities between 
the pistol and the ammunition (due to me¬ 
chanical tolerances, bullet ogive, pressures, 
cartridge dimensions, etc.) that can lead to 
malfunctions. Therefore, gun-ammo com¬ 
binations must be thoroughly tested before 
they are relied upon for defensive use. This 
article provides a suggested protocol for that 
testing that won’t break the bank. 


MOREINFORMATION 


www.newhallshooting.com 


► Varying weights, dimensions, and 
shapes of bullets can influence how a 
particular load will feed and function in 
your pistol. The only way to know is to 
test each load. 


I | i I | ' | | I I I | I 
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range of samples. Plus, today’s duty and 
self-defense guns are almost universally de¬ 
signed to run on JHPs right out of the box, 
so there’s a reasonable expectation that they 


actually will, and shooting 200 rounds of 
them to prove it might be overkill. 

Besides this, the pressures of the better 
part of a decade’s worth of ammunition 



► They might all look the same, but each one is a unique individual 
with its own tolerances and flaws. You need to test yours 
individually, and not accept generic testing results for your model. 



► Put a pair of the JHPs you’re testing at the top, middle, and 
bottom of the ammunition stack in your magazine. Fill the rest 
of the space with FMJ. 


shortages have changed the landscape when 
it comes to supply. Finding 200-plus rounds 
of your chosen duty ammunition can be 
quite a feat in the current market, and even if 
you can find that much, it’s probably going 
to cost you in excess of a dollar per round. 
The logistics and economics of the situation 
alone simply make the old 200-round stan¬ 
dard unrealistic for most shooters and agen¬ 
cies today. 

A WORKABLE STANDARD 
FOR A NEW ERA? 

So, let’s talk about an alternative—some¬ 
thing that might allow you to validate reli¬ 
ability in your modern design semi-auto 
pistol without going into debt over the 
ammo bill. We’ll start by shooting a few 
hundred rounds or so of FMJ ammunition 
through your pistol. These first 150 to 200 
rounds will allow your pistol to “break in” 
at a cost that you can (hopefully) accept at 
current prices. Supplies are still pretty tight 
right now, but you should be able to find 
some kind of FMJ to make this part work, 
and it will allow you to work through the 
early hiccups that some pistols have straight 
from the box (most of these will surface 
and then disappear in the first 200 rounds 
or so—if they linger beyond that, it’s time 
to start investigating). Plus, it will allow 
you enough time to learn the system so you 
won’t be inducing your own malfunctions, 
by taking an inappropriate grip, accidentally 
interfering with the slide or controls during 
firing, robbing the slide of recoil energy due 
to a poor shooting platform, etc. 

After the FMJs have smoothed out both 
your technique and the gun’s moving parts, 
it’s time to clean and lubricate the pistol, 
then start shooting some of your “duty” 
JHPs through the gun to see how they func¬ 
tion. I’ll suggest that the best and most af¬ 
fordable way to do this is to mix them in 
with some less-expensive FMJ ammo. It’s 
important that you do this with a plan in 
mind, and don’t do it haphazardly. Here’s 
what I would recommend: 

I.Mark the baseplates of a given quantity 
of magazines that you will use “on duty.” 
This is usually at least three magazines— 
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► SIGHTING IN ON: SEMI AUTO PISTOLS: TESTING FOR RELIABILITY 


one for the pistol, and two spares. 

2. For each of these magazines, load them 
so you have two rounds of your duty 
JHP ammo in a row at the very bottom, 
two in the middle, and two at the very 
top of the magazine. Fill the rest of the 
space in between with FMJ. 

3l Shoot each of the magazines (loaded in 
this fashion) a minimum of three times 
each. On the first go, shoot the pistol 
with two hands on the gun. On the sec¬ 
ond go, shoot it with your primary hand 
only, and on the last run, shoot it with 
your support side hand only. 

4 If you experience a problem, take notes 
about which magazine it was, the type of 
ammunition (JHP or FMJ), which num¬ 
ber it was in the magazine, and with what 
hand combination you were shooting. 

It’s important to load two of the JHPs 
in a row next to each other, because you 
want to see how they feed when the slide 
is powered by a fired round of the same en¬ 


ergy. Also, it’s important to distribute the 
JHP rounds at the top, middle and bottom 
of each magazine, because you want to see 
how the combination works when the mag¬ 
azine spring power is at its greatest and at 
its weakest, and points in between. This is 
critical because (manufacturing flaws aside) 
modern semiauto pistol reliability is mostly 
about the delicate balance between the re¬ 
coil spring, the magazine spring, and slide 
energy. Most modern pistols have suitably 
shaped chambers and feed ramps, and most 
modern self-defense cartridges are loaded 
with bullets shaped to optimize feeding, so 
in many cases, it’s really all about the timing 
dictated by springs and slide velocity/energy. 

When the shooting is done, you will 
have tested each of your duty magazines 
when they are at full capacity with maxi¬ 
mum spring compression and power, at 
mid cycle, and at the end of the cycle when 
magazine spring power is weakest. You will 
have also tested the gun/ammo combina¬ 


tion using a solid (two-hand) platform, and 
two weaker (strong and support side-only) 
platforms, which have greater potential to 
induce a malfunction. 

If a certain test “fails” due to a malfunc¬ 
tion, you can follow up with repeat tests of 
the same type until you are satisfied that it 
was an anomaly, or you have verified that 
there is a legitimate issue with the gun/ 
ammo combination. 

Assuming that you ran the test with three 
magazines, you could do the whole evolution 
with slightly more than a single, 50-round 
box of expensive JHP ammunition. If you 
had a “fail,” you would certainly need more 
JHPs to troubleshoot, but if everything went 
well, you could test three magazines and have 
enough rounds left over for a full duty load 
out with just two 50-round boxes of duty am¬ 
munition—half of the amount suggested by 
the old 200-round standard. 

GOOD 10 GO? 

This test protocol isn’t perfect, but I think 
it’s a reasonable start, especially in the current 
ammunition draught. I would personally like 
to run more JHPs through the gun before I 
declared them “reliable,” but that is probably 
more a matter of personal comfort than statis¬ 
tical validity. If a certain JHP design is going 
to give you reliability problems, it will prob¬ 
ably surface during this abbreviated test. If 
you don’t experience any problems using this 
protocol, then you’re probably good to go. 

Even if it’s not perfect, this protocol will 
hopefully make it more likely that our fel¬ 
low officers, family, friends, and citizens 
will actually take that new blaster out and 
shoot it before they start relying on it to save 
someone’s life. That would be a good start 
in my book. 

Be safe out there! PM 

Mike Wood is the author of Newhall Shooting: A 
Tactical Analysis. Please visit the official website 
for this book at www.newhallshooting.com for 
more information. 

Post your comments on this story N 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 



► Shooting with one hand weakens the stability and strength of 
the shooting platform, but it may be necessary in a defensive 
encounter. You need to know if your ammo has enough power 
to reliably cycle the slide, even when the platform has been 
compromised and cannot offer normal resistance to recoil forces. 
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THE CARL EVERETT/LINDA 




I* SUMMARY 

Steve Franks and his wife Mary were 
ambushed by Mary’s ex-husband Earl 
Barnes at their own home. This incident 
illustrates the importance of taking 
instincts into consideration when train¬ 
ing for lethal encounters. It is easier 
and much safer to develop techniques 
that are congruent with our instincts. 
Despite being caught off guard by the 
ambush, the Franks prevailed. 

MORE INFORMATION 

www.WinningEdgeTraining.com 


THE CARL EVERETT/LINDA MASON INCIDENT 
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► O FF I CER DOWN: 


OVER WHELMING PHYS FOItCE: THE R L EUER I iTT/ I . I NDH MfliON I NC I E ENT 


/Is unpleasant as it may be to critique the actions of fellow officers who 
have been injured or killed in the line of duty, it is even more distasteful 
to see their blood shed in vain, to deny others the lessons we can learn 
from their sacrifices. The purpose of this column is not to criticize, but 
to learn from the mistakes and triumphs of those who have faced lethal 
violence firsthand. With this in mind, this column is dedicated to the 
officers whose stories are told here, and to all our fellow officers who 
have been killed and injured in unselfish service to their communities. 
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Association, but did not make any immedi¬ 
ate connection between them and the man 
in front of him. 

The man’s Hispanic appearance indi¬ 
cated that he was probably the same man 
who had been with the suspect in the bar 
earlier. Everett stepped over to the door, 
which opened inward, and stood along 
its hinged side. It was only open about six 
inches, and the man seemed to be trying to 
block it from being pushed open further. 

“I’d like to speak to the man who just 
went into your room,” Everett requested. 

The man shrugged, “No English.” 

“The man who just walked into your 
room,” Everett repeated, speaking more 
slowly, “I’d like to talk to him.” 

“No English. No man, just girlfriend,” 
the man said in broken English. 

Assuming the man to be Hispanic, Ever¬ 
ett tried Spanish, “Hablo Espanol?” 

“No, I Korean.” 

“Identification,” Everett said, “I need to 
see some identification.” 

The man handed him a driver’s license 
showing the name Choi Kon, another name 
which neither officer recognized. Recalling 
only the first name listed on the registration 
card, Everett asked, “Is Glenn here?” 

“No Glenn. Just girlfriend.” 

Everett slipped one foot into the door, 
and repeated the request, again with the 
same response. Things were getting tense. 
Everett grabbed his walkie-talkie and 
called for a supervisor. Determined not to 
let Choi out of his sight, he kept one foot 
in the door while continuing to make the 
same demand, always with the same denial 
from Choi. 

“Look,” Choi finally spat out, “leave me 
alone!” 

He stepped out of the door, placed one 
large hand on Everett’s chest, and pushed 
him backward. It wasn’t a particularly ag¬ 
gressive shove, just enough to let Everett 
know Choi could move him. Choi started 
back toward the door, but it had closed. He 
tried it, but it was locked. Now standing out 
in the open, it suddenly seemed to dawn on 
him that he was in his underwear in front of 


a woman—Mason. He looked embarrassed. 

The door opened, and Choi quickly 
stepped back inside before either officer 
could see who had opened it. Everett put his 
foot inside the door again. “Look, we’re not 
gonna leave. We have to talk to Glenn first.” 

“Move your foot out of the door,” Choi 
demanded. 

Everett refused. Choi repeated his de¬ 
mand, but made no effort to force Everett to 
comply. They were getting nowhere. Mason 
bent toward the door. “We just need to talk 
to Glenn for a minute,” she said. 

“He isn’t here right now,” Choi re¬ 
sponded. 

“Hold on,” Everett interjected, “You 
said there was no Glenn here. Now you’re 
saying he just isn’t here right now. Do you 
know him or not?” 

Choi’s face tightened with anger. He 
pulled the door open, stepped over the 
threshold and butted Everett’s chest with his 
own. “You go away now! I’m a pro wrestler; 
I head butt you and you never get up!” 

This guy’s not kidding, Everett thought. 
He withdrew his flashlight from its ring and 
held it down by his leg in his right hand. 

The “AWA” emblem on Choi’s shirt, 
his great bulk, and the cool certainty in his 
voice left little doubt that Choi was capable 
of doing a lot of damage. Everett snatched 
the walkie off his belt, gave his call number 
and asked for help, “10-78, 10-33!” 

The troops would be coming, but Everett 
didn’t know how long they could hold out. 
They were at the far northeast edge of town, 
with the closest assist car at least five min¬ 
utes away—unless the sergeant was closer 
by now. An odd thought came to Everett’s 
mind: What if Choi didn’t resist after all? 
Wouldn’t that make them look stupid? 

He didn’t have to worry about it for long. 

The door seemed to explode off its 
hinges! Glenn Roper, a six-foot-four, 
260-pound hulk, shot past Choi, growl¬ 
ing something about being harassed. Ev¬ 
erett was being grabbed by his coat front 
and lifted off his feet! Wham! Everything 
happened so quickly that Everett didn’t 
have time to grasp it all before the blow 


landed! Roper’s gigantic fist crashed into 
the stunned officer’s face with tremendous 
force, setting off an explosion in his skull! 
Everett could feel himself hit the floor, face 
down. “Where the hell did he come from?” 
Everett thought as he lost consciousness. 

Everett came to less than a minute later, 
dazed and baffled by what had happened. 
Later, he learned that Roper had straddled 
him and started to deliver a crushing two- 
fisted rabbit punch to the back of his neck, 
but Mason had moved in quickly to stop 
him. She came up behind Roper, grabbed 
one of his hands, and whipped it around 
behind his back before he could react. The 
young officer’s victory was brief, however. 
Roper spun around, grabbed her by the 
coat collar and gun belt, and slammed her 
head first into the wall. She dropped to the 
floor. He bent over, picked her up, and 
began whipping her back and forth, slam¬ 
ming her into the walls on both sides of 
the hallway. Seemingly tiring of this, he 
dropped her limp form to the floor. 

As the giant wrestler bent over her, 
Mason, dazed and looking for something 
with which to pull herself up, grabbed the 
first thing she saw—Roper’s shirt—and 
pulled. The shirt ripped and she crashed 
back down onto the floor. Roper took a 
half-step back and began kicking her in the 
stomach, ribs and back. 

Then, with Everett still unconscious 
and unable to help the young officer, Choi 
joined in the attack. After they had both 
worked Mason over for a while, Roper 
backed off and let Choi at her alone. Choi 
moved up to a spot next to Mason’s head, 
arched himself upward with one knee 
raised, and, with all his bulk crashing down 
behind it, slammed the knee down into the 
back of the officer’s neck. 

The blow knocked Mason unconscious, 
but they weren’t finished. Roper picked 
her up and began slamming her into the 
walls again. 

Meanwhile, Everett was drifting back into 
consciousness. Still stunned and confused, it 
took him several moments to get his bear¬ 
ings. As the reality of the situation drifted 
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► OFFICER DOWN: OVERWHELMING PHYSICAL FORCE: THE CARL EVERETT/LINDA MASON INCIDENT 


back into his consciousness, he staggered to 
his feet and squinted down the hall. Through 
the haze, he could see Roper slamming his 
partner into the walls like a rag doll. 

He started toward her, but Choi was 
blocking his way, his tremendous mass fill¬ 
ing the hallway. Everett snatched the OC 
spray from his belt, thrust it toward Choi, 
and, as the wrestler turned to meet him, 
discharged it into his face. Choi stopped, 
lowered his head, rubbed his eyes; then 
looked up and started forward again. Ev¬ 
erett hit him with a second blast of OC, 
this one longer than the first. Choi stopped, 
rubbed his eyes with more vigor, and then 
stepped back. Everett dodged around Choi, 
spraying him again as he passed, and moved 
up to Roper, who was still slamming Mason 
into the walls. He raised the canister and 
discharged it into the huge man’s face. 

Roper dipped his head slightly, but then 
looked up again. He threw Mason down 
like a used gym towel, lowered his massive 
shoulders, and charged directly at Everett. 
Meanwhile, Choi, now recovering from 
the OC, threw himself into the officer with 
equal ferocity. He came in low, trapping 
Everett’s right heel as he drove his shoulders 
into the leg above. Fearing that his leg was 
breaking, Everett tried to relieve the pres¬ 
sure by twisting to the side, but Roper was 
slamming into him by then, hitting him 
high and knocking him off balance. As he 
crashed to the floor, Everett could hear the 
leg cracking and popping. 

A fist slammed into the back of his head, 
a kick; then everything went numb as he 
felt the barrage bombarding his back and 
head. He curled up into a fetal position and 
tried to cover his head with his arms, letting 
his body armor absorb some of the impact. 
Everett could hear the dispatcher calling 
him, and Sgt. Reed asking what floor he 
was on. Reed was on the scene, or close, but 
he might have trouble finding them. Ever¬ 
ett had forgotten to give the room number 
when he called for help, and the motel was 
a large four-story building. 

The beating stopped. Everett managed to 
pull himself to his feet and look around. 


There, at the end of the hall, were Reed and 
a sheriff s deputy who had followed Reed 
to the motel after seeing him rushing to the 


scene. “Down here!” Everett shouted. 

He stayed on his feet just long enough to 
see the other two officers starting his way. 
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Then, without warning, he was knocked 
off his feet again. He looked up. Choi 
was leaning over in front of him. The big 
wrestler reached down, snaked his power¬ 
ful arms around Everett’s upper chest like a 
boa constrictor, stood up straight, dragging 
the battered officer up with him, and began 
slamming his hips and legs into the walls. 

Everett tried a knee to his adversary’s 
groin, but he couldn’t put enough weight 
on his injured right leg to get any force 
behind the blow. Both his flashlight and 
OC spray were missing. He remembered 
seeing both of them on the floor earlier, 
but a vague figure in a suit had picked up 
the flashlight. Everett would later learn 
that a passing motel guest had snatched up 
the heavy light, and then stood close by, 
ready to use it against the wrestlers if neces¬ 
sary. He had also dragged the unconscious 
Mason down the hallway to the lobby to 
protect her from further injury. 

Everett was dropped to the floor. He 
tried to get up, but was hit again, this time 
by Roper. Then, as he struggled up onto 
all fours, he suddenly felt a tremendous 
pull on his holstered sidearm. Roper had 
grabbed the weapon and was literally drag¬ 
ging him across the floor with it! Then a 
dispiriting popping sound, as if the reten¬ 
tion strap had given way. 

“He’s got my gun!” Everett howled as he 
dove headlong into his assailant’s legs. 

Hoping to shield his head, he worked it 
around and behind Roper’s legs as far as 
he could. That way Roper might settle for 
a torso shot, and Everett knew there was a 
good chance such a shot would strike the 
back panel of his vest. He braced for the 
gunshot he was sure would come. 

The shot never came. Instead, another 
devastat-iing blow landed on the back of 
his head, and he went down. He wondered 
why Roper hadn’t shot him yet. He reached 
for his holster, fully expecting it to be 
empty. Amazingly, the gun was still there! 
The security holster had been badly dam¬ 
aged—several rivets had popped off and it 
was sticking out from the belt at an odd 
angle—but the weapon was still secure. 

Everett, unable to see out of his right eye 
or to stand on his right leg, crawled over to 
the closest wall and worked his way up into 


a standing position. He looked up. Roper 
was still there. The gigantic man turned, 
fixed his gaze on him, and clenched his fist. 

Unwilling—and unable-to take another 
beating, Everett put his hand on his gun 
and looked Roper in the eye. “No,” he com¬ 
manded, “Take one more step and I’ll shoot!” 

Roper paused, clenched his fist again, 
and started to take a step forward. Everett 
tightened his grip on the gun. Because of 
the holster’s heavily damaged condition, 
he wasn’t sure he could draw from it, and, 
even if he could, he doubted that he would 
have time get off a shot at this range. Be¬ 
sides, he wondered if bullets could stop a 
man like the one before him. 

It was pure bluff, but Roper stopped. A 
puzzled look came to his face. “You’d really 
shoot me?” he asked. 

“You can bet on it,” Everett declared, 
“Don’t move!” 

Roper unclenched his fists and lowered 
his hands to his sides. “Turn around and 
put your hand on the wall,” Everett ordered. 

The fight was over, but Roper still wanted 
to argue. “Why?” he demanded to know. 

Everett, his head spinning and his legs 
about to buckle under him, couldn’t afford 
to continue the fight. And he was still alone. 
Four other officers were now on the scene, 
but they, along with Reed and the deputy, 
had their hands full trying to arrest Choi. 
Everett couldn’t see any reason to argue with 
Roper. “OK,” he conceded, “just stay where 
you are while we arrest your buddy!” 

Roper continued to argue, but offered no 
resistance as Everett glanced down the hall 
just in time to see Reed slam his nightstick 
into Choi’s knee with a distinct crack. But 
Choi merely shuffled his foot forward as if 
to invite another blow, and then charged 
forward and slammed the sergeant into 
the wall. He snatched Reed’s stick out of 
his hand, jammed it into his neck, and de¬ 
livered a crashing head butt into the side 
of his head. Reed slumped to the ground, 
dragging everyone else down with him into 
a tangled heap. 

Eventually, an officer managed to get a 
cuff on one of Choi’s wrists. Choi yanked 
the hand away, and cocked it back as if to 
use the open cuff as a weapon. At this, the 
deputy stepped back, drew his gun, and 


pointed it at Choi. “That’s it,” he shouted, 
“give it up or I’ll shoot!” 

As with Roper, Choi finally seemed to 
understand the seriousness of his actions. 
He lowered his hands and let the officer 
handcuff him. It took two pairs linked 
together to do the job, but the fight was 
finally over. With Choi now in custody, an¬ 
other officer approached Roper and cuffed 
him as well. He didn’t resist or argue. 

As the suspects were being taken out¬ 
side, Everett, his head spinning, reached 
for a wall for support. He missed, and col¬ 
lapsed to the floor. Two officers picked him 
up and helped him to the lobby, where he 
found Mason sitting, now semi-conscious, 
in a chair. She slowly raised her head and fo¬ 
cused her gaze on her partner. “Were we in a 
fight?” she inquired in a weak, near-whisper. 

THE AFTERMATH 

Officer Mason lost four teeth and suffered 
a fractured skull in the attack. She recov¬ 
ered sufficiently from her physical injuries 
to return to duty four months later, but was 
unable to adjust to the emotional trauma 
of the incident. She left police work on a 
permanent medical disability, and still suf¬ 
fers from permanent numbness to the left 
side of her face. 

Considering the severity of the beating he 
received, Officer Everett’s injuries were re¬ 
markably light; the most severe being a seri¬ 
ous concussion, a lost tooth, and a partial leg 
fracture requiring corrective surgery about a 
year later. He, like Mason, returned to full 
duty four months after the incident. He is 
still with the same department, and was sub¬ 
sequently assigned to the detective division. 

Roper and Choi were charged with bat¬ 
tery to a peace officer, obstructing an of¬ 
ficer, and criminal damage to property. 
Convicted on all counts and sentenced to 
two years each, both were released after 
serving approximately 18 months. 1 

DISGUSSIOH & AHALYSIS 

Officers Everett and Mason narrowly es¬ 
caped death or disabling injury in a sudden 
unarmed, yet overwhelmingly powerful at¬ 
tack that highlights how easily an unarmed 
attack can become lethal. This leaves us 
with the crucial question of when an officer 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Like many officers in similar circumstances, Officers 
Everett and Mason missed several important danger 
signs. What might have accounted for this oversight? 
What can we do to help avoid this problem? 

Click here for analysis 

2. At what point, if any, would Officers Everett and Mason 
have been justified in the use of deadly force? Why? 
The decision to use deadly force is sometimes a very 
difficult one to make, and the consequences of mak¬ 
ing the wrong decision can be tragic and far-reaching. 
What can we do improve our ability to make the right 
decision in such cases? 

Click here for analysis 

3. What does this incident say about the importance of 
becoming highly proficient in control tactics? How 
much help would ground fighting techniques have 
been to Officer Everett? 

Click here for analysis 

k 

- s 

4. What does this case indicate about the effectiveness of 
OC spray? What can be done to improve its effective¬ 
ness? How important is it to be ready to shift to another 
option if it fails? 

Click here for analysis 

5. Roper attempted to disarm Officer Everett late in the 
struggle when Everett was no longer physically able or 
in a proper position to proficiently execute any conven¬ 
tional weapon retention techniques. This is important, 
because officers are often disarmed under circum¬ 
stances that are not conducive to such techniques. 
What other options are there for countering this kind 
of threat? 

Click here for analysis 

6. Officer Everett was bluffing when he told Roper he 
would shoot him if he came any closer. Was that a 
wise thing to do? Why? 

Click here for analysis 






4 



i 


can and should use deadly force to stop an 
unarmed attack. This is not always an easy 
question to answer, but it must be answered, 
especially in today’s current atmosphere of 
decrying the police at every turn. The fol¬ 
lowing analysis will address this issue, and 
as well as a number of other crucial lessons 
from this incident—lessons that can save 
lives. Before you read the analysis, however, 
please review the following discussion ques¬ 
tions and work through your own answers. 

Stay safe. 

ANALYSIS 

MINDSET 

This case serves as a sobering example of how 
easily a minor incident can escalate out of 
control. Because of their apparent low risk 
level, it is easy to play such incidents cheap, 
which makes us especially vulnerable to a 
number of common mental pitfalls when 
handling them. These pitfalls are often very 
subtle and shrouded in emotions, making 
them very hard to detect and control. 


In this case, for example, Officers Everett 
and Mason were drawn into an emotionally 
charged situation that drew their attention 
away from proper risk assessment. Choi’s 
hostility and uncooperative attitude un¬ 
derstandably frustrated and angered them, 
which helped goad them into moving in 
too close to the man, and distracted them 
from taking proper notice of several impor¬ 
tant danger signs. 

First, Officer Everett missed the signifi¬ 
cance of the “AWA” on Choi’s shirt until it 
was too late to consider it in planning his ap¬ 
proach. Not being a wrestling fan, he could 
not have been expected to recognize Choi as 
a professional wrestler, but he did recognize 
the initials as the abbreviation for the Ameri¬ 
can Wrestling Association. Having done so, 
that knowledge should have alerted him to 
the distinct possibility that he was dealing 
with someone interested in professional 
wrestling. Inasmuch as the vast majority of 
wrestling fans are blue-collar types, many of 
whom work in heavy labor occupations, it 
would have been logical to assume that he 


might be dealing with someone with sub¬ 
stantial physical strength. Moreover, Choi’s 
bulk was great enough to conceal consider¬ 
able muscle mass, which is common among 
people with heavy builds. Under the circum¬ 
stances, it would have been safer for Everett 
to assume that Choi was powerfully built in 
spite of his outward appearance. 

Roper’s reported behavior at the res¬ 
taurant should also have been a warning 
to the officers. Had they investigated the 
incident a little more thoroughly, they 
would have discovered that the rock Roper 
threw through the window weighed over 
30 pounds. That, combined with the way 
Roper easily handled the heavy rock, his 
size and his quick temper, indicated that he 
could well pose a significant physical threat. 

Choi’s obvious effort to hide facts from 
the officers was another significant danger 
sign. When the subject of a minor inves¬ 
tigation is obviously trying to hide some¬ 
thing, it is a strong indication that he is 
attempting to avoid arrest. That in itself 
can be dangerous, as evidenced by this case. 
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On the other hand, the motive can be even 
more sinister. He may be trying to hide 
evidence of a much more serious crime, or 
attempting to distract you while an accom¬ 
plice escapes, goes for a weapon, or moves 
into position from which to attack you. In 
any event, efforts to hide something should 
be viewed as a danger sign, even when in¬ 
vestigating the most minor violation. 

By missing these danger signs, and ham¬ 
pered further by the strong emotions associ¬ 
ated with the confrontation, Officer Everett 
fell into the trap of focusing exclusively on a 
single threat. As Choi became increasingly 
hostile, Everett’s attention became riveted 
on him and he forgot about Roper alto¬ 
gether. The best way to combat this kind 
of mental tunnel vision is to always stay fo¬ 
cused on safety as your first priority. Make 
a habit of always asking yourself questions 
like: “What is there about this situation 
that could be dangerous and what can I do 
about it?” Besides improving situational 
awareness and helping you plan ahead, this 
helps keep your emotions in check so they 
won’t negatively influence your thoughts 
and actions. The key is to continually ask 
these kinds of questions on every call you 
handle and every street contact you make, 
no matter how nonthreatening they may 
appear to be. When done repeatedly, this 
will eventually become a mental habit that 
helps keep your mind free of unwanted 
emotions, open to new information, and 
adaptable to changing circumstances, all of 
which are vital to officer safety. Once this 
“game” has become thoroughly ingrained as 
a habit, it is still best to continue “playing” 
it regularly at the conscious level, but it will 
still be “playing” at the subconscious level 
even when you don’t. This in turn provides 
a vital safety cushion for those times when 
you are not mentally at your best. 

Return to Question 1 

DEADLY FORCE 

Would Officers Everett and Mason have 
been justified in using deadly force against 
their assailants? As in any other use-of-force 
incident, the answer to this question lies in 
whether their actions were objectively reason¬ 


able under the totality of the circumstances. 
It would certainly have been reasonable for 
Everett to use deadly force in order to keep 
from being disarmed, and it would be very 
hard to argue that Officer Mason wasn’t in 
grave danger of losing her life when both 
assailants ganged up on her. Nor would it 
be easy to deny that Everett would have 
been justified in using deadly force to res¬ 
cue Officer Mason as Roper slammed her 
into the walls, especially in light of the fact 
that he was in poor condition to stop him 
any other way. Later when Roper and Choi 
ganged up on Everett and brought him to 
the ground again, now with a badly injured 
leg, the severely weakened officer was in no 
shape to effectively defend himself from 
a vicious assault with no end in sight. All 
things considered, there didn’t appear to be 
any other alternatives except to use deadly 
force or be beaten into unconsciousness, 
which for an armed police officer entails the 
grave risk of being killed with his own gun. 

On the other hand, normal human be¬ 
ings are reluctant to kill others, even when 
justified, and police officers in particular are 
even more so because of fear of the social 
and legal repercussions that usually fol¬ 
low, even when their actions are later de¬ 
termined to be justified. This is especially 
true in this post-Ferguson era, with all the 
politics, uncertainty and unrest that fol¬ 
lows so many police shootings. Add to all 
this the fact that it is much harder to justify 
deadly force when the suspect is unarmed, 
or armed with anything other than a fire¬ 
arm, and the decision to use deadly force 
becomes considerably more difficult to 
make. In addition, most police training em¬ 
phasizes the fearful consequences of making 
the wrong decision, which only adds to the 
confusion, stress and reluctance to apply 
deadly force even when clearly justified. 

This is not meant to imply in any way 
that officers should not be very careful be¬ 
fore resorting to deadly force. To the con¬ 
trary, with the legal right to use deadly force 
comes the awesome responsibility to use it 
only when necessary and within the law. 
To do any less violates our solemn duty to 
those we are sworn to protect, and brings 


with it serious legal consequences. How¬ 
ever, we also have a duty to ourselves, our 
families, our fellow officers, and even our 
citizens to use the level of force necessary 
to protect ourselves and others from crimi¬ 
nal violence. Unfortunately, it isn’t always 
easy to balance the two. Often the deci¬ 
sion is about when and how much force to 
use is clear-cut, as when threatened with a 
gun, but not always. In fact, sometimes it is 
enormously difficult, and the consequences 
of making the wrong decision can be tragic 
and far-reaching. 

So, what can be done about this prob¬ 
lem? The harsh reality is that there are no 
perfect answers. Considering the speed at 
which most deadly encounters occur, and 
the confusion, fear and stress they generate, 
we fallible human beings sometimes make 
the wrong decision. Unfortunately, in the 
real world, things sometimes go tragically 
wrong, but we have to do our best to keep 
those times to a minimum and proper train¬ 
ing holds the best hope for doing so. 

However, the kind of training needed goes 
well beyond what is currently available from 
most police departments and academies. It 
must start with the establishment of a solid 
foundation of knowledge regarding depart¬ 
ment policy, statutory law, and case law re¬ 
lated to police use of force. Well thought-out 
classroom lectures that encourage questions 
and discussion can be used to build this 
foundation, but this is just the beginning. 
The goal is to develop an understanding of 
use of force law that is sufficiently in-depth 
to enable officers to respond appropriately to 
a wide range of tough real-world situations, 
and this cannot be achieved with classroom 
lectures alone. Much more is needed. Case 
studies about actual incidents involving 
questionable use of force, followed by in- 
depth classroom discussions about why the 
officer’s actions were justified or unjustified, 
are one very effective way to do this. Another 
is to thoroughly study and discuss key court 
decisions regarding use of force, starting 
with the two landmark US Supreme Court 
decisions, Tennessee v Garner and Graham v 
Connor. This encourages deep thought and 
helps officers gain a better understanding of 
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the way the courts view and analyze use of 
force by police. 

Finally, this knowledge should be honed 
to a fine edge through the use of scenario- 
based training that requires officers to make 
tough use-of-force decisions. Scenarios that 
challenge observation skills (e.g., distin¬ 
guishing between a cell phone and a hand¬ 
gun) aren’t good enough. Trainees should 
also be put into tough situations in which 
they must make increasingly more chal¬ 
lenging shoot/don’t shoot decisions under 
stress. They will no doubt make some mis¬ 
takes, but the time to learn from such mis¬ 
takes is during training, not on the street 
when lives are at stake. (See the “Reluctance 
to Shoot” section of the analysis in “Officer 
Down: Slowly Developing Threats” in our 
May/June 2014 issue for a more detailed 
discussion of this training.) 

Return to Question 3 

CONTROL TACTICS 

When confronting assailants as large and 
powerful as Choi and Roper, even well- 
trained officers would be at a distinct phys¬ 
ical disadvantage, and this problem was 
aggravated for Everett and Mason by the 
fact that—under the dangerous assump¬ 
tion that they wouldn’t need one—neither 
one took their baton along when looking 
for Roper. Though it is difficult to know 
for sure how much help batons would have 
been, it is important to remember that this 
oversight seriously limited the officers’ force 
options. With Everett’s flashlight lost and 
Mason not carrying one, both were left 
without impact weapons and the depart¬ 
ment didn’t issue ECDs at that time. That 
limited them to just OC spray and their 
personal weapons, and the OC had virtu¬ 
ally no effect on either assailant. Barely out 
of the academy and with only her personal 
weapons with which to fight, Mason made 
a commendable effort to help her partner, 
but her efforts were fruitless, leaving the 
badly hurt and dazed Everett to fend for 
himself. The aggressive application of Pres¬ 
sure Point Control Tactics (PPCT) strikes 
(see below) might well have helped, but a 
baton is needed to maximize the effective¬ 


ness of these measures. For those officers 
equipped with non-collapsible batons, it is 
important to make a habit of remembering 
to take it with you anytime you leave your 
car, even when the circumstances don’t ap¬ 
pear to require one. 2 

Baton or no baton, Everett and Mason 
would have had a much better chance of 
controlling their assailants if they had been 
proficient in the application of PPCT tech¬ 
niques. When Roper first knocked Everett 
down and straddled him, Mason’s efforts to 
cuff him were ineffective. If she had deliv¬ 
ered hammer fist or knife hand strikes to 
Roper’s Suprascapular Nerve motor point 
(i.e., the junction of the Trapezius Muscle 
with the side of the neck) instead, she could 
have disabled his arms for immediate cuff¬ 
ing. Likewise, a Brachial Stun would also 
have been a very effective technique to em¬ 
ploy here. Even with Roper under control, 
Mason and Everett would still have had 
Choi to deal with, but PPCT techniques 
could have been used against him as well. A 
Brachial Stun or strikes to the Common Pe¬ 
roneal or Radial Nerve motor points would 
probably have been the most effective tech¬ 
niques to employ here. 

Of course, PPCT is only one of many 
options for dealing with unarmed attacks. 
There are many others, but none are very 
effective if poorly executed. Proper training 
is the key here. Always take control tactics 
training seriously, practice often to main¬ 
tain your proficiency, and be ready to ex¬ 
ecute every technique decisively and with 
full force. Remember, any unarmed attack 
can quickly escalate into a disarming or 
other lethal threat. Therefore, it is impor¬ 
tant to end the fight as quickly as possible, 
before it gets much worse. 

The use of appropriate ground defense 
techniques would also have been beneficial 
in this case, to Everett at least. Because of 
his vulnerable position on the floor, Ev¬ 
erett was saved from much more serious 
injury—if not death—only by the timely 
arrival of the sergeant and deputy. When 
on the ground and under attack by an up¬ 
right assailant, you are at an overwhelming 
disadvantage. It is very difficult to get up 


or take other aggressive action without ex¬ 
posing vital areas of your body to extremely 
damaging attack, and your opponent has a 
distinct advantage over you in power and 
mobility. If you remain so dangerously 
exposed for long, it is very likely that you 
will be rendered unconscious or disabled, 
which in turn leaves you vulnerable to a 
lethal beating or disarming. Consequently, 
it is imperative to become proficient at 
ground fighting techniques. In the absence 
of proper training in these techniques, it 
can be helpful to remember the following: 

► Don’t try to get up right away; in¬ 
stead, stay on the ground and initiate your 
counterattack from there. 

► Use your feet to counterattack. 
Quickly maneuver away from your op¬ 
ponent so your feet are facing him. If on 
your back, support yourself on your fore¬ 
arms and buttocks, bring your knee to your 
chest, and drive the kick into your oppo¬ 
nent’s lower legs. If on your side, raise up 
on one elbow, draw the knee of your top 
leg up, and kick with the side of your foot. 

► Aim all your kicks at or below his 
knees. High kicks make it easier for your 
opponent to grab your leg, leave your geni¬ 
tals exposed, and inhibit the accuracy, speed 
and power of your kicks. In addition, kicks 
to the lower legs and especially the knees 
are very effective at disabling an opponent. 

► Your goal should be to get back on 
your feet as soon as you can safely do so, 
because ground fighting burns energy very 
rapidly and will quickly exhaust you. Get 
up as soon as your opponent/s back off, go 
down, or are otherwise no longer an im¬ 
mediate threat. Then disengage, shift to an¬ 
other force option, or take whatever other 
action you deem appropriate. 

If ground fighting techniques don’t work 
or are not practical, the situation may soon 
become life-threatening, in which case you 
will probably have to use deadly force. 
If so, your position will make it hard to 
draw your duty gun quickly and smoothly, 
while also increasing the risk of having it 
knocked or snatched out of your hand. A 
backup gun can be invaluable at such times, 
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because it will probably be much easier to 
reach than your primary weapon, as long as 
it is carried in the right location. Since you 
will probably have to draw while lying on 
your back or side, often while kicking to 
fend off your attacker, the best carry loca¬ 
tion is on your concealed body armor (sew 
Velcro™ patches inside of the button flaps 
of all your shirts and then leave the zippers 
down to facilitate quick access to the gun), 
or, if wearing external armor, under the vest 
or in a low-profile holster attached to it. 
(Ankle holsters are not recommended, be¬ 
cause they are highly vulnerable to disarm- 
ings and hard for you to reach while lying 
on the ground and kicking your assailant.) 
After you draw, keep the gun tucked in 
close to your torso while you choose your 
target; then bring it into position and fire 
as quickly as possible so your assailant(s) 
won’t have time to grab it. 

If you don’t have a backup gun, you will 
have to use your duty weapon. Try to roll 
or otherwise maneuver your gun side away 
from your adversary before drawing; then 
pick your target and try to draw without 
being seen, perhaps using movement of 
your feet or non-gun hand to screen your 
actions. As soon as you complete your draw, 
get on target and fire as quickly as possible. 

Return to Question 4 

oc SPRAY 

This case clearly demonstrates that OC 
is not infallible. This is not to say that it 
should be abandoned. To the contrary, a 
recent study concluded that it has a suc¬ 
cess rate of just under 75 percent, which 
compares favorably to other force options, 
and in many cases it can be a viable tool for 
quickly bringing resistive offenders under 
control. Still, it can be dangerous to expect 
100 percent reliability from OC spray, or 
from any other weapon for that matter. In¬ 
stead, view it more as a distraction device to 
buy you time to increase your reactionary 
gap, move to a more advantageous position, 
shift to a higher force level, or, if necessary, 
make a tactical withdrawal. Also, since OC 
is generally more likely to be effective when 
employed unexpectedly, avoid displaying 


it, issuing a verbal warning or otherwise 
telegraphing its use before employing it 
whenever possible. Most importantly, keep 
in mind that, like any other control option, 
its effectiveness is likely to be significantly 
reduced when dealing with highly aggres¬ 
sive, adrenalin-pumped individuals like 
Roper and Choi. It is a valuable tool when 
used properly, but always be ready to shift 
to another force option if it fails. 

Return to Question 5 

WEAPON RETENTION 

Roper’s failed attempt to disarm Officer Ev¬ 
erett highlights the importance of a prop¬ 
erly designed, well-constructed security 
holster. Although it is important to keep 
in mind that no holster can replace mental 
awareness and proficiency in weapon reten¬ 
tion techniques, a sturdy security holster 
can be a life saver when, like Everett, you 
are unable to defend your weapon against a 
disarming attempt. 

It is also important to note that this 
disarming attempt took place late in the 
struggle when Everett was no longer physi¬ 
cally able to proficiently execute any con¬ 
ventional weapon retention techniques. 
Unfortunately, disarmings seldom begin 
with a direct attack on the weapon, but 
later after the officer has become distracted, 
disoriented, or injured. For this reason, an 
officer’s weapon retention inventory should 
include options for a last-ditch effort to re¬ 
tain control of his weapon, and those op¬ 
tions should be simple to learn, easy to 
retain, and easy to execute. 

The simplest, most effective option is 
to hold tightly onto your gun—whether 
in your hand or still holstered—and then 
counterattack. Attack key targets that will 
cause your opponent to instinctively react 
to protect them, such as the eyes, throat or 
groin, and then follow up with another and 
another until you regain control of your 
weapon. An eye is often the best target to 
attack first, because it is fragile, usually easy 
to reach, and an organ that we instinctively 
defend without conscious thought. Don’t 
just poke him in the eye. Smash the tip of 
your thumb into it, and dig in as hard as 


you can in order to get him to instinctively 
defend it so you can follow through by at¬ 
tacking another key target. 

There is a lot more to be said about this 
topic, but since Officer Everett was saved by 
his holster from having to execute any coun¬ 
termeasures to defeat Roper’s efforts to disarm 
him, the place to discuss this topic in depth is 
not here. However, due to its importance to 
officer safety, it is addressed in detail in a sepa¬ 
rate article in this issue of The Police Marks¬ 
man. Click here to read the article. 

Return to Question 6 

ISSUING A FALSE WARNING 

Officer Everett threatened to shoot Roper 
even though he wasn’t sure if he would be 
able to follow through with the threat if the 
man called his bluff, or if he should even 
try. Was this a wise decision? All things con¬ 
sidered, it most likely was. His holster was 
badly damaged, leading him to reasonably 
believe that he might not be able to draw 
from it. Even from a fully functional holster, 
there was a good chance that he would not 
have had time to draw and fire before Roper 
reached him. Had he only had time to draw 
but no time to fire, or had he failed to inca¬ 
pacitate Roper with his first shot or two (not 
an unlikely possibility considering Roper’s 
size, strength and determination), he would 
have found himself holding an unholstered 
firearm within easy reach of an aggressive, 
physically superior foe, unquestionably mak¬ 
ing the situation many times worse than it 
already was. 

Moreover, there were also bystanders to be 
considered. Besides the six officers in the hall¬ 
way, there were probably guests in the nearby 
rooms as well. Gunfire would have created a 
distinct threat to these bystanders, a threat 
far exceeding the benefits to be gained, espe¬ 
cially in light of the other risks that drawing 
his weapon would have entailed. Under the 
circumstances, this was one of those very rare 
instances when it was a good idea to issue a 
verbal warning with no intention of carrying 
it out if pressed to do so. When coupled with 
a highly convincing acting job, it was a bluff 
well worth trying, and it worked. 

Return to Question 7 
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BODY ARMOR 

This incident illustrates the effectiveness of 
body armor against threats other than bullets 
and edged weapons. Everett’s vest was cred¬ 
ited with saving him from several fractured 
ribs, and possibly severe internal injuries as 
well. The wisdom of using body armor can¬ 
not be overemphasized. 

It is also interesting—and significant—to 
note that Everett made good use of his body 
armor in an unconventional, yet innovative 
way when it appeared to him that he had been 
disarmed. Instead of just giving up and wait¬ 
ing to be shot, he worked his head in behind 
Roper’s legs, thereby maximizing the chances 
that the man would shoot into an area pro¬ 
tected by the vest instead of his head. Like¬ 
wise, if similarly threatened from the front, 
your best option may be to redirect your 
adversary’s weapon into your chest or mid¬ 
section and hold it there. If all else fails, this 
action, though far from ideal, may be your 
only option. By limiting your assailant’s abil¬ 
ity to target your head and neck, it can buy 
you time to draw your backup gun or initiate 
other countermeasures. 

SUMMARY 

► When drawn into an emotionally 
charged situation, it is easy to become 
so focused on the emotions that we shift 


our attention away from proper risk as¬ 
sessment. The best way to ensure that 
this doesn’t happen is to develop the 
habit of always focusing on safety as our 
top priority. 

► Always take control tactics training 
seriously, practice often to maintain 
your proficiency, and be ready to ex¬ 
ecute every technique decisively and 
with full force. 

► OC spray cannot be relied upon to be 
100 percent effective. Instead, view it 
more as a distraction device, and al¬ 
ways be ready to shift to another force 
option if it fails. 

► In an attempted disarming that does not 
allow for the proper application of con¬ 
ventional weapon retention techniques, 
lock your gun into an iron grip with your 
gun hand, whether in the hand or still 
in the holster, and counterattack. At¬ 
tack key targets that will cause your op¬ 
ponent to instinctively react to protect 
them, such as the eyes, throat, or groin, 
and then follow up with another and yet 
another until he is no longer a threat. 4 PM 

Post your comments on this story N 

by visiting www.policemarksman.com 

FOOTNOTES 

1. The incident recounted here is true, but the names 


of persons and places were changed to ensure the 
privacy of those personally involved. Likewise, in 
order to preserve confidentiality and clarity, some 
facts may have been altered slightly, but the es¬ 
sential elements of the story remain unchanged. 

2. This principle applies to other essential safety 
equipment as well. For example, though rather 
rare, some officers have been known to carry their 
backup gun in their briefcase or somewhere else 
inside their cruiser, which not only risks not hav¬ 
ing it when needed but also leaves the weapon 
vulnerable to theft. However, a far more common 
example is the failure to carry a tourniquet and 
other Self Aid/Buddy Aid supplies on the officer’s 
person. Obviously, we can’t take a full trauma kit 
with us every time we leave our car, but tourni¬ 
quets and other trauma supplies (compress, chest 
seals, etc.) can easily be carried on body armor, or 
elsewhere on our persons. There are even ankle 
holsters specifically designed for this purpose that 
are now available from various suppliers. 

3. Remsberg, C. (May 5,2015). TASER vs. 0C: And the 
winner is.... Force Science News. p. 1. 

4. This article originally appeared the Jan/Feb 1999 
issue of The Police Marksman. The analysis has 
been extensively revised and updated with new 
information for the new Police Marksman. 
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► OFFICER DOWN: OVERWHELMING PHYSICAL FORCE: THE CARL EVERIiTT/I.INDI MAI ON INCIDENT 
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The Police Marksman 
is on Facebook, so please find us 
and/or like us. Hosted by Editorial 
Director Steve Tracy. 


mui mmrn at 

POUCEMARKSMJIN.COM 


The Police Marksman’s goal is to make your job both safer and easier by 
providing you with up-to-date topics by LE professionals you can really use. 
For an e-mail notification when new issues are available, subscribe today. 


NEXT ISSUE mm an 



► Our “Bullseye” is on long guns and we review the new Ruger 
AR-556, an AR platform 5.56 carbine 100% Made in the USA 
by Sturm, Ruger and Company. 


► We also review the Tavor, a compact bullpup carbine, with a full 
16-inch barrel, made in Israel by IWI. It takes standard AR 5.56 
magazines and possesses an intuitive manner of operation. 


. V 


► The FNS-9C is a compact, double stack 9mm pistol for off-duty 
or backup use that is a smaller version of FNH-USA’s full-size 
FNS pistol. & 


► Mike Wood follows up on his previous article about testing 
the reliability of your semi-auto pistol with his take on testing 
the reliability of your revolver with the ammo of your choice. 
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► PLUS BRIAN MCKENNA’S 

OFFICER DOWN! 


AND MORE... 































READ! TRAIN! WIN! 

Brian McKenna's 
Winning Edge Training! 


Based upon extensive research by Brian McKenna, author of The Police Marksman's 
popular Officer Down column, Winning Edge Training uses the lessons learned from officer- 
involved shootings to teach officers how to lawfully control violent encounters with minimal 
risk to themselves and others. We at Winning Edge Training believe that an officer's 
greatest duty is to protect the public, and we provide the mental tools and tactical options 
needed to safely do so with the appropriate level of force. 


LEARN HOWTO: 


Officer Down! Lessons from the Streets 


► Meet and Defeat just about any threat, even if wounded 

► Establish control & discourage resistance by suspects 

► Fulfill your duty to yourself, your family, your fellow officers, 
and the citizens you are sworn to protect.. .against all odds! 

► Howto make every incident an important learning experience 

► Howto improve performance when learning/ practicing 
firearms and other officer safety skills 

► Counter close-quarters armed attacks 

► Detect and respond to ambushes 
►And much more 


"No one can evaluate a deadly police encounter 
better than Brian McKenna. His reputation is 
legendary, and his credibility is such that 
officers value his critiques. So do I. Trainers 
will find even greater value after reading the 
last chapter on how to use the book for training 
purposes. This book will keep officers alive ." 

— Ed Nowicki, Executive Director ILEETA (ret.) 

Lessons Learned from Real 
Cops as told by a Cop's Cop 

This book, next to your body 
armor, might be the cheapest 
and most valuable insurance 
you ever buy. 

- Chuck Soltys 
The ILEETA Review 



Winning Edge Training & The book Officer Down! Lessons from the Streets 

The edge you need to win on the street! 



VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: www.we-training.com or call 314-921-6977 







